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ON THE COVER: In the days after two of our Bridgewater College family members, Campus Safety Officer J.J. Jefferson and Campus Police Officer John
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BC Strong

FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK
Every issue of Bridgewater magazine tells a story. Every issue recognizes the significance of the
work we do at BC. Every issue reminds us of the contributions of our entire community in achieving
our mission. This issue does all of that, and, even knowing this to be true, it may be the most
significant issue of Bridgewater magazine we've ever published.

This issue tells a story of tragedy and grief, of strength and healing, of resiliency and hope. This
issue tells a story of community-how we navigated the unthinkable and then, just a few months
later, honored the sacrifice of our heroes by affirming the reason the College is here in recognizing
the accomplishments of the Class of 2022. This issue tells the story of us.
Many reading this magazine were able to attend our Commencement ceremony for the Class of
2022 in May, but most were not. I shared with the graduates that we were celebrating not just their
accomplishments, but also their resiliency in the face of heartache and our shared strength in a
time of turmoil. We were, that day, more than at any other Commencement in the College's history,
celebrating our connections and our community.

Commencement was a visible reminder that we are not alone. We work and play, we laugh and cry,
we live and learn, together. In community. Our graduates' lives, their stories, are part of the life and
the story of the College. In February we came together to mourn unthinkable loss. In May we came
together to celebrate extraordinary accomplishment.
This issue of Bridgewater magazine is the story of that journey. It reminds us that even when life
threatens to undo us, we are not undone. This is what it means to be fully human: to keep moving
forward. It is a story of the hope and the promise that is Bridgewater College.

David W. Bushman, Ph.D.
President
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FEB. 1, 2022, was a day of heartbreaking loss that sent shock
waves throughout the community. Yet it was also a day of
remarkable heroism, when two members of the BC family sacri
ficed their lives to protect others.
Campus Police Officer John Painter and Campus Safety Officer
Vashon "J.J." Jefferson lost their lives after responding to a report
of a suspicious person and confronting him between Memorial
and Flory halls.
In an email sent later that day to the entire Bridgewater College
community, President David Bushman remarked, "Today our
campus experienced an unspeakable tragedy. Two members of
the Bridgewater College family were senselessly and violently
taken from us. The sadness is palpable. Words are not adequate,
not nearly so, to express the grief, sadness, fear and-justifiably
the anger we feel." He wrote, "I know we all have so many ques
tions and not many answers. One thing I do know, though, is that
we will rally around one another and support each other as we
move forward from this day."
The hashtag BCStrong began to appear on social media posts
almost immediately after the news of Feb. 1 broke. That senti
ment has been ever-present at memorial events, on banners
throughout campus, on T-shirts and buttons, and on displays
around the area. In this time of grief and tragedy, the Bridgewa
ter way of showing kindness and compassion and supporting
one another has been amplified.
In the days that followed, the College offered counseling and
support services to students, faculty and staff, and gatherings
allowed the community to come together in meaningful ways.
On Feb. 6, the College community assembled in Cole Hall for a
service of Reflection and Remembrance. Remarks from College
Chaplain the Rev. Dr. Robbie Miller '79 and Katie Baker '22 both
centered on the light that comes after the darkest of days. Baker
shared a quote from Mary Anne Radmacher: "As we work to
create light for others, we naturally light our own way."
"A belief that has recently kindled my soul with a warm blaze
is that life is lived through relationships," Baker said. "If there is
anything I know for certain about every Bridgewater Eagle-ev
ery student, every professor, every administrator, every staff
member and every campus officer-is that they live life through
relationships."
Painter and Jefferson were honored in a memorial service on
Feb. 9, at the Atlantic Union Bank Center at James Madison Uni
versity, organized by the Virginia State Police. More than 3,000
people, including uniformed officers from divisions around the
state, attended the service, which included remarks from Virginia
Gov. Glenn Youngkin.
"In my faith, Jesus tells us there is no greater love than the one
who lays his life down for his friends. John and J.J. did this for
each other and they did this for all of us," Youngkin said.
In the days after the tragedy, the College also began work on

a permanent memorial to the fallen officers, which will be placed
between Memorial and Flory halls. The memorial will serve to
honor the heroism and sacrifice of Officers Painter and Jefferson,
while also offering a place of reflection for those who visit.
In the aftermath of the tragedy, community support, from
alumni and friends of the College as well as the town of Bridge
water and beyond, was generous. Cards, flowers, care baskets
and more abounded on campus. At the first Bridgewater Eagles
athletics contest after Feb. 1, each member of the Bridgewater Campus Police and Safety Department was honored in a

"The resiliency that has now shown itself to
be one of BC's best qualities is surpassed
only by the generosity of spirit that we have
demonstrated and the genuine care and
compassion we have shown each other.
This is what it means to be BC Strong."
-Bridgewater College President David Bushman

two-minute standing ovation by the crowd. Both teams-the
Bridgewater and Washington & Lee men's basketball teams
wore shirts with a gold ribbon and the words " BC Strong" during
warmups.
Charitable contributions from the broader community were
numerous and generous. In response, the College established
an endowed fund in memory of the fallen officers. The John
Painter and Vashon "J.J." Jefferson Memorial Student Support
Fund will be used for emergency assistance and to develop
initiatives for academic and student support, as well as engage
ment programming.
Painter and Jefferson were honored for their service and
sacrifice with resolutions from the Virginia General Assembly and
were posthumously awarded the College's 2022 Daniel Christian
Flory Award on Founder's Day, which recognizes " the staff mem
ber(s) who made the most outstanding contribution to fulfilling
the mission of Bridgewater College."
"As overwhelming and generous as the outpouring of support
from others has been, the extent to which we've offered support
to one another has been even greater," President Bushman
wrote in a Feb. 11 email to the BC community. "I am proud of the
many ways, individually and collectively, that we have respond
ed to the grief and trauma that visited us on Feb. l."
SPRING/SUMMER 2022 S

BC Strong

FALLEN HEROES
Campus Safety Officer Vashon "J.J." Jefferson and Campus Police Officer
John Painter leave a legacy of love and friendship

6

BRIDGEWATER�

PARTNERS. BEST FRIENDS. HEROES.
Campus Police Officer John Painter and Campus Safety Officer
Vashon "J.J." Jefferson will forever be known as the men who
sacrificed their lives to protect others at Bridgewater College.
The legacy the two officers leave behind is undoubtedly one of
honor, bravery and heroism, but also one of love: of the commu
nity they served, the communities in which they lived, family and
friends they cherished and, of course, each other.
At Bridgewater, each police officer is paired with a campus
safety officer on every shift. The college has officers on duty
24/7. The roles of a campus safety officer and campus police of
ficer are virtually the same with a few exceptions: Campus safety
officers focus on the safety and security of campus, like unlock
ing and locking buildings, while police officers concentrate on
law enforcement duties such as taking reports and performing
investigations. But being a member of Campus Police and Safety
is not just about keeping the community safe; it's about engag
ing with others and building relationships. Serving as role mod
els and helping students make good decisions both on campus
and beyond. Community policing at the highest level.
Painter and Jefferson embraced their roles and were often

seen talking and laughing with students and taking time out of
their day to visit different offices on campus. They wouldn't just
help a student fix a flat tire; they would stay an extra 30 minutes
to explain car maintenance and care. Students would seek the
officers out at tailgating events just to catch up and would often
eat lunch with them in the Kline Campus Center.
At Christmastime, several boxes of homemade cookies from
students would be delivered to the campus police department
with tags for Jefferson and Painter. Often, students would stop
by the police department just to talk with them. They would sit
on the couches in the back room, sharing stories-and no doubt
many jokes-with the pair.
'They just loved engaging with students," says Campus Police
Officer Thomas Holsinger.
Painter and Jefferson have often been referred to as the
"dynamic duo," but Bridgewater College Police Chief Milton
Franklin says they were more like "the Odd Couple." Painter was
known to be a little more serious, even a little grumpy at times.
Jefferson was outgoing and bubbly. When they first became
partners working the night shift in 2019, Lt. Rick Biller says he was

Campus Safety Officer Vashon "J.J." Jefferson

Campus Police Officer John Painter

Vashon A. "J.J." Jefferson, 48, JQined Bridgewater College
in August 2018. His law enforcement career began in 1997
as a patrol officer witt1 the Fairfax Coumy Sheriff's Office
before serving as a National Reconnaissance Officer in
Chantilly, Va., from 1999-2011. Pnor to Joinmg BC, Jeffer·
son served as a sergeant with the Shenandoah University
Department of Public Safety. During has tame al SU, his
personable and proactive security initiatives led to ham
receiving the James R. and Mary B. Wilkins Appreciation
Award in 2017. Jefferson was a Manne Corps veteran.

John Elwood Painter, 55, Joined the Bridgewater College
Police Department in May 2019. His law enforcement
career began 1n 1989 as a deputy sheriff 1n King George,
Va. Pnor to Joining BC, Painter retired as chief of the
Grottoes Police Department in 2018 after 18 years. He
worked as both a police officer and sergeant w1th1n the
Grottoes Police Department. He served in the U.S. Air
Force from 1985-1988 and as an intelligence analyst in
the U.S. Army National Guard from 1999-2000.

Jefferson as remembered for his character and strength
while playing football for the Fauquier High School
Falcons in Warrenton, Va. His record for squat lifts in the
weight room stall stands al 825 pounds. He went on to
play football at West Virginia University and was a Moun·
tait-ieers fan. His ott-ier beloved sports team was 1he Dallas
Cowboys.
He as survived by his mother, Willie B. Brown Jeffr,,rson;
wife, Shannon Oates Jefferson; sister, LaTonya Brown: un
cle, Bobby Brown: in-laws, Kenny and Mary "Katie" Oates;
brothers-an-law, James Oates and wife, Kristina, and John
Oates and wife, Shayla; and nephews, Thomas and Gabriel
Oates. He was preceded in deat11 by his father, Wallie F.
Jefferson.

Painter was a loving family man with a great loyalty to his
fnends and community. He was an avid outdoorsrnan
who loved to hunt and fish. And he adored his dogs,
Mercury and Bella.
He 1s survived by his daughter, Courtney Painter: father
and mother, Willie Elwood and Roswita Ottilie "Rosie"
E ppers Painter; brother, Andreas "Andy" Painter and
wife, Marrne: sister, Sandra !=1sher: granddaughter, Ava
Grace Brooks; grandson, Aiden James Patterson: and
former spouse, Jessica Harman Painter. Also surviving
are two nephews, Jacob Painter and Austin Painter:
two nieces, Savannah Clark and Kaitlyn Painter; uncles,
Garfield Painter and wife, Janice, Earl Painter and wife,
Linda, and Warren Painter: aunts, Carole Painter, Con
nie Painter and Nannie Mae Painter: numerous cousins,
including close cousins, Dwayne and Morgan Painter, as
well as many extended family members and friends.
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Campus Police Officer John Painter, Campus Police Officer Kelly Zander and Campus Safety Officer Kevin Lam at move-in day for student-athletes in August
2021.

unsure how the two would get along. A month in, Painter said
about Jefferson, "I love him; he's great!" It was a match made in
heaven.
Painter, who served as police chief for the Town of Grottoes
for 18 years, was organized and meticulous; he liked things just
so. Both he and Jefferson played large roles in planning the fall
2021 police department open house that welcomed hundreds
of students. Painter was also tenacious. He loved animals, and
one day he decided he wanted to feed the squirrels in the trees

Campus Police Officer John Painter, left, and Campus Police Officer Kelly
Zander, right, were in the wedding for Campus Safety Officer Vashon "J.J."
Jefferson, middle. Submlfted photo

behind the department. He spent months patiently gaining their
trust before they ate peanuts right out of his hand.
Jefferson, who was a sergeant with the Shenandoah University
Department of Public Safety before joining Bridgewater, was
a big fan of two things: the Dallas Cowboys football team and
Days of Our Lives soap opera. While doing work at his desk, he
8
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would often have the soap opera playing in the background.
Holsinger says he would unabashedly share details of the plo
tline onscreen and the backgrounds of the characters.
One thing Painter and Jefferson had in common was a deep
love of their family and friends. Their activities during their time
off revolved around being with their loved ones. During hunting
season, it was a good bet that Painter could be found outdoors,
hunting for deer and other animals with his brother and friends.
Sundays were reserved for family dinners.
Jefferson was often cooking something-most likely on the
grill. Burgers, steaks and ribs all had starring roles at his cook
outs, especially at the campus police department. He and his
wife, Shannon, married in summer 2021 after being together
for 11 years. The wedding was Old West themed. Jefferson,
Painter and Campus Police Officer Kelly Zander all shared a love
of watching Westerns, and the three dressed in matching black
cowboy hats for the wedding. Zander was a groomsman; Painter
the best man.
The two also shared a love of jokes. Painter was known for
his pranks. At family dinners, he was quick to make spitballs out
of his straw wrapper and shoot them at his nephews. Jefferson
loved giving people nicknames. When they would see a student
on campus whom they had had a previous interaction with, they
would tease them in a way that the student knew they cared.
"It was a joy to come to work and see them together," Franklin
says. "They're a one-of-a-kind team."
After working 12-hour shifts together, Jefferson and Painter
would often go home and talk on the phone for two or three
more hours. When either partner was off for the day, Franklin
noticed the one on duty seemed a little down. Something
someone-was missing.
"They were truly best friends, closer than many brothers by
blood," Zander says. "They were constantly joking with and
pranking each other. It was never a dull moment being around
them."

Sheepdogs are bred for one purpose: to protect livestock
from predators. Their ability to guard their flock is instinctive.
They blend in with their charges, keeping constant watch for
intruders. Painter, a career police officer who often spoke of
the importance of community engagement and a citizen-first
mentality, had a sheepdog decal on the back of his truck. He
was a father figure to many students on campus. Jefferson, in
turn, made sure to walk KCC employees to their cars when they
worked late at night.
"They would both go out of their way to help someone," Biller
says.
When Zander came to work for Bridgewater in 2019, he
worked the night shift for a time with Painter and Jefferson. He
says the duo instantly made him feel welcome.
"We quickly became best buds and brothers," Zander says.
After moving to working days, Painter and Jefferson would of
ten clock out after their shift and stay afterward to hang out with
Zander when he arrived to work. The three would get together
for meals and to celebrate birthdays. They met up to watch the
Super Bowl each year.
"I knew no matter what was happening, they would have my
back and be there for me," Zander says. "I miss being able to call
them up and share things with them-good or bad. I miss hang
ing out with them; it was always positive."

Campus Safety Officer Vashon "J.J." Jefferson and Campus Police Lt. Rick
Biller at the Campus Police and Safety Department open house in September
2021.

"Knockin' on Heaven's Door" and an original song they wrote in
honor of Painter, "Until We Meet Again." Jacob Painter and his
uncle shared a love of music. Painter always encouraged Jacob
when he was first learning to play the guitar, and once Jacob
started playing with a band, Soul Cry, Painter never missed a
show. He even brought Jefferson to some performances. After
coming to one of Jacob's shows, Jefferson gave him his Pearl
drum set.
"He was the nicest guy; it was like I knew him my whole life,"
Jacob Painter says of Jefferson.
Soul Cry played a benefit show for the officers' families in
March at the Tempest Bar and Lounge in Staunton, Va. The band
performed several originals, as well as one of Painter's favorite
songs, "Gone Away."

Faith Jones, a rising sophomore majoring in cybersecurity at Virginia
Tech, has been developing her scribble art style for the last two years.
Jones is from Broadway, Va., and her father was a police officer in the
area. Being so connected to the community, she wanted to create a
tribute that honored our local heroes.

Each year, the Campus Police and Safety Department held its
annual Christmas party at The Cracked Pillar Pub in town. As offi
cers on rotating shifts, they rarely had a chance to all be together
at the same time. Painter and Jefferson were always the life of the
party, Holsinger says, telling jokes and making everyone laugh. It
was more than just an office party; it was a family get-together.
Although the officers enjoyed celebrating the holiday with
each other, exchanging gifts was not one of their traditions. This
past Christmas, Biller returned to work the first day after holiday
break to find a gift sitting on his desk from Painter and Jefferson.
"They were really, really thoughtful guys," Biller says. "They
thought about other people more than themselves."
Jacob Painter and his brother, Austin, performed at the me
morial service for Painter (their uncle) and Jefferson. They played

Maybe in another life
I could find you there
Pulled away before your time
I can't deal, it's so unfair
And it feels
And it feels like
Heaven's so far away
And it feels
Yeah, it feels like
The world has grown cold
Now that you've gone away

"His purpose in life was helping people and making a dif
ference in his community-he always cared about everybody
else first," Jacob Painter says about his uncle. "Anyone willing to
sacrifice their own life for other people ... Like Uncle John always
said, 'If you die, die living."'
When Franklin cleaned out Painter's locker for the last time
after Feb. 1, he found a Tupperware container. Inside were two
homemade cinnamon rolls a Bridgewater staff member had
made: one Painter had set aside for himself, and one he was
saving for his partner.
"There will never be another team like that," Holsinger says.
"They're irreplaceable."
SPRING/SUMMER 2022 9
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TRIBUTES TO OUR HEROES
It showed his character, his willingness to stop whatever he was
doing to help me, and it showed his true love for the Bridgewater
community and his students.
Officer Painter and Officer Jefferson made the ultimate sacrifice and
saved my best friends on Feb. 1, 2022, and for that I will forever owe
them.
-

Dwyer Neal '20, M'22

We all know without a doubt that Officer Painter and OSC J.J. Jeffer
son saved us. They went towards the danger and made the ultimate
sacrifice for us all. Guilt sets in that I never thanked them before
that day. They jovially joked with us daily and truly made campus a
better place. While one would think they had a special connection
to them, it is pretty obvious they treated us all that way. I didn't and
still can't today tell them how important their impactful interactions or
kindness made the biggest differences in each of our hearts. What a
gift they gave us.
-

Betsy Henderson, Associate Director of Financial Aid

Officer Painter was the on-duty officer when I arrived at Campus
Police to see if I could get a handicapped parking pass during my
recovery. Officer Painter and I had never met previously, but I re
member he acted more like a friend than a staff member. He made
me sit down in the office and then we chatted for about 25 minutes
about life.

He knew I was struggling with the injury as a student-athlete and he
made sure I was taken care of, which at the time was the light at the
end of the tunnel for me. He made sure that I knew I had someone
who would be there in a split-second if I needed something. This
memory obviously was a very small moment in his life, but I look
back at it now and remember how he put me, a random student,
first.
I did my senior practicum with Campus Police and Safety and spent
a good amount of time with both J.J. and John.
J.J. and I shared a lot of laughs in my time with them. One day he

Above: Many children in the community sent
handmade cards to members of the Bridgewater
Colle ge Camp us Police and Safety Department.
Cam pus Police Officer Kelly Zander and Camp us
Safety Officer Landon Oberg returned the favor,
dro ppin g off a card of their own, some candy
and Camp us Police and Safety patches to one
child, who delivered a card in p erson.
At ri ght: BC students gathered with other commu
nity members at the Brid gewater, Va., over pass
on Interstate 81, as the law enforcement escort
for Officers Painter and Jefferson a pproached
Harrisonbur g, Va., on Feb. 3.
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was watching soap operas while writing a report, but he was trying
to hide it. Every time Chief Franklin would walk in the room he'd
freak out. We then proceeded to make fun of J.J. for being a grown
man who looks all big and bad, but people didn't realize he was
heavily invested in his soap operas. I would always tell him that the
little transit van the campus safety officers ride in was cramping his
style and, boy, did he know it.
But the jokes weren't just me harassing J.J.-he liked to make fun of
me for all sorts of things. It was kind of like a brotherly bond in a way.
He always gave me a fist bump when he was leaving work or saw
me on campus. I will always cherish the conversations we had while
doing laps around the campus for two hours.

John was way more relaxed than I first thought he would be. He and
I would talk about trucks and guns, especially older antique-type
guns. It was always a really good time hanging out with them-the
conversations were endless. I am sad that we will never get to have
the cookout that we all talked about, but we will definitely have
some in their honor. They really were the best friends people made
them out to be.
I hope this sheds some light on their names and shows what kind
of people they were, besides obviously being heroes. As someone
who was in Flory Hall when they made that sacrifice, I hope they
continue to look down on all of us and protect us.
- Logan Poff '22

Your honor and bravery will not be forgotten. Thank you for serving
and protecting our campus. We, as the students of Bridgewater
College, will try to continue your legacy through bravery, leadership,
strength and being kind to one another.
Words cannot express the sense of security Mr. Jefferson and Mr.
Painter provided us with in a time of utter darkness and need. The
bravery and dignity of these two saints will always be remembered
by us, the community, and throughout day-to-day life from here
on out. We are praying for you in such a time of need and hurt. You
were true blessings and heroes to each and every one of us.
- Anonymous notes left at the Flory Hall memorial site

Bridgewater College students wrote tributes to the officers on a remembrance tree.
The fire department couldn't get down to get my longboard, so
Officer Painter allowed another fellow officer to go down to retrieve
it. Afterward, we sat down and talked about each other's days; he
always had the greatest jokes to share. He gave me some valuable
advice on how to handle my sad days.
I saw Officers Painter and Jefferson the following week. They
asked how "my situation" was going (an inside joke we had). I let
them know that things were up and down but getting better. They
cheered me on, told me to stay out of trouble and said they were
always there if I needed cheering up.

This photo was taken Aug. 21, 2018. I was glad to hear J.J. had joined
Bridgewater College. I knew him by reputation from his work at
Shenandoah University for supporting my daughter, Laura, in her
role as an RA. He leaves a legacy of a father's gratitude and appreci
ation for keeping his daughter safe.
- Andrew Pearson,

Commons

Director of the John Kenny Forrer Learning

I was trying to learn how to longboard in the Kline Campus Center
parking lot when things went south. I was going so fast down the lot
that my longboard went into the rain drain. I didn't know what to do,
so I called the fire department, which notified Officer Painter about
the incident. Once Officer Painter arrived, he looked at me and
started to laugh and asked, "How did this happen?"

I'm extremely grateful for the friendship I was able to have with
these gentlemen. They never failed to cheer me up on my down
days and were extremely supportive throughout some of my tough
est experiences here. They were heroes.
-

Yasmine Sebbti '22

As a transfer student, I had just moved to Virginia from another state
far away from my family. I was basically on my own. One day my
tire popped and went flat on campus, and I didn't know what to
do. Officer John Painter came up to me and asked me if I was OK
and if I needed help. Being the fatherly figure he was, he took time
out of his day to make sure I was able to get my car fixed. He even
checked up on me a few days later to see how everything was. Al
though it was a small thing, it meant the world to me knowing I had
someone I could go to. I miss him so much.
-

Linnea Olli '23
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Uniting through music

After the community singing event,
Professor of Music Dr. Larry Taylor
realized the rarely sung second and
third verses of "Bridgewater Fair" were
particularly appropriate in this time of
healing, and the full song was sung at
subsequent remembrance events. Read
lyrics on the inside back cover.
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AS SUNLIGHT STREAMED through the stained-glass windows of the Carter Center for
Worship and Music the morning of Feb. 2, the atmosphere was one of reverence and
hope.
For centuries, music has been a source of healing. Some people find comfort in
listening to their favorite song while others gain peace in creating new music. And there
lies an undeniable strength in uniting in song with others.
On the night of Feb. 1, the music department faculty decided an immediate musical
response to the violence on campus could be impactful. The goal was to give members
of the BC community a meaningful reason to return to campus.
"We felt that if our community was united as one voice, it would give people cour
age and help them believe in a common good across our campus and our world," says
Assistant Professor of Music and Choral Director Dr. Ryan Keebaugh '02.
The next morning, there was barely an open seat in the Concert Hall among the
students, faculty, staff, alumni and retired faculty who had answered the music depart
ment's call.
"I had hoped that the community would want to come out, but I was overwhelmed
when I saw the turnout," says Associate Professor of Music Dr. Christine Carrillo. "The
energy in the room was exactly what I personally needed to start the healing process."
Facing the assembled, Keebaugh set the tone for beginning the healing process
together. He spoke boldly about not allowing the tragedy to weaken the strong BC
community and directed the rehearsal of the first verse of the College's alma mater,
"Bridgewater Fair." He then outlined the plan for the performance to take place in front
of the John Kenny Forrer Learning Commons. The group moved outdoors in hushed
tones, with a hand squeeze or back pat when a friend was spotted for the first time
since the tragedy.
At Keebaugh's signal, BC community members lifted their voices to sing the beloved
song once more, with refrains proclaiming everlasting devotion to "our heart's sweet
care" ringing out over the campus. No one moved for several minutes afterward as the
power of the moment sunk in.
"It felt as if all divisive ideas were simply washed away and we stood together singing
as one human family," Keebaugh says.
The event was livestreamed on Bridgewater's Facebook page, and alumni and friends
of the College from around the world commented that they, too, were singing proudly
with the people who had gathered.
"Beautiful rendition of our beautiful alma mater," wrote Mary Etta Randolph 75. "Sing
ing with you the high soprano descant. Prayers for the families and sending love to all."
"This is a wonderful tribute and shows what BC is all about," wrote Lisa Courtney Diaz
'83.
"It is so comforting to see so many of my Bridgewater family here," wrote Jeffrey
Miller '93.
Afterward, Carrillo was contacted by churches across the U.S. who asked for a copy
of the music for "Bridgewater Fair." Their congregations included a singing of the alma
mater, the song that has united everyone who has walked Bridgewater's storied halls for
more than a century, at their worship services the following Sunday.
"That is the power of music," Carrillo says.

BC Strong

BC alumni and community
members embrace one another

Renee Polome '22

Town of Bridgewater
Mayor Ted Flory '70

Bridgewater College Alumni Association
President Bradley Hallock '86
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Bridgewater College Chaplain
the Rev. Dr. Robbie Miller '79

Bridgewater College President David
Bushman

HUNDREDS OF ALUMNI, Bridgewater College
community members and area residents gath
ered together for the Feb. 12 Remembrance
and Connections event on the Memorial Hall
lawn. For many, it was their first time returning to
campus after the tragic events and loss of life of
two beloved BC family members.
"Welcome back and welcome home," Bridge
water College Chaplain the Rev. Dr. Robbie
Miller '79 told the crowd.
He referenced the book of Ecclesiastes in the
Bible and its message in chapter 4 that two are
better than one. He emphasized that we are
stronger together than alone.
"The outpouring of support of our commu
nity, our alumni and the town of Bridgewater
has truly helped us and given us strength since
that terrible day," Miller said. "A cord of three
strands is not quickly broken, and the response
to this tragedy reminds us that BC is a cord of a
thousand strands, interwoven with memories,
connected by generations and bound together
with love."
Bridgewater College President David Bush
man told those who had gathered they were all
part of the Bridgewater family. He remarked that

the most powerful words spoken that day
would come not from the podium but
from the words of comfort and healing
that were shared with one another.
"Our College's greatest strength-its
most distinctive feature on display here
today-is the closeness and connection
that we feel for each other," President
Bushman said. "An important part of
healing is doing exactly what we're doing
here today: being together, supporting
each other, offering each other a visible
sign that we are not alone and remind
ing ourselves that the sacrifice John and
J.J. made for us will not be forgotten.
Their lives and sacrifice are now as tightly
woven into the story of the College, as
intimate a part of the College's identity as
anything could be. Their memories will
live in each of us."
Bridgewater senior Renee Polome
shared memories of the officers and
spoke about how they helped her make
the return to campus after an injury.
She loved talking and joking with them,
including eating lunch with the officers
in the Kline Campus Center and spend
ing time with them while they worked at
tailgates.
"I think it's really important to know they
are heroes, but they were friends to a lot
of us," she said. "They felt like family."
Bridgewater College Alumni Association
President Bradley Hallock '86 thanked the
crowd for their support on behalf of the
alumni association. He acknowledged
alumni who reached out to those directly
affected by the tragedy by sending mes
sages of encouragement and support,
as well as those who contributed to the
John Painter and Vashon "J.J." Jefferson
Memorial Student Support Fund.
"The outpouring of support following
this tragedy has been greatly appreciat
ed, but it doesn't surprise me," he said. "It
only affirms that our community is made
up of exactly the type of people I already
knew we were."
Bridgewater Mayor Ted Flory 70 spoke
of the tightknit community made of up
the College, town of Bridgewater and
local businesses, who were all grieving
together.
"I believe Officers Painter and Jefferson
would want us to honor their sacrifice by
continuing to be the open and caring
community in which they chose to work
and serve," he said. "Let us continue to
stand together, work together, pray to
gether, play together, live together, care
together."

Bridgewater College alumni write heartfelt messages on a BC Strong banner.

STRONGER TOGETHER
Bridgewater alumni and friends of the College also shared their support through
a livestream of the event on the College's Facebook page.
Watch the full event at bridgewater.edu/remembranceandconnections
"Such an inspirational service and what a joy to be with BC
friends of all ages." Ellie Hodge Draper Flory '72
"Thank you for hosting this live. It was inspirational. Go in peace,
taking the love of Bridgewater to share with others." LevNorford
' 70
"I was singing right along with all of you from C entreville,
Virginia. Bless you all and let the healing begin." Jessica King
Herchenroder '82

"Remembering my childhood growing up around the campus
with fond memories. Beautiful service." Elizabeth Mumper '76

"#BCSTRONG #ALWAYSANEAGLE " Dina Hajimihalis '90

"Thank you for caring for one another, blessings moving
forward." Rick Davis '78

SPRING/SUMMER 2022 15

Healing together as a community
THE PATHWAYS TO HEALING after a collective trauma
are numerous, but the outpouring of support that has
embraced Bridgewater's campus since Feb. 1 provides
a caring environment in which to move forward in time.
On-campus resources and events have provided spaces
for students, faculty and staff to connect with each other
and process their grief. And the support from local busi
nesses, area police departments, alumni and friends of the
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College has been abundant in the form of flowers, cards,
care baskets and more.
"It has been a community-a broad community who has
been holding our community as we collectively are griev
ing the tragedy," says Dr. Barbara Long, Dean of the School
of Professional Studies at Bridgewater College. "And in that
community, every single person has been involved and
caring for each other."

Within a matter of hours after the deaths
of Campus Police Officer John Painter
and Campus Safety Officer J.J. Jefferson,
approximately 15 mental health experts
from the surrounding area answered the
call for help from Bridgewater's Student
Life team and made themselves available
to any member of the BC community
who wished to speak with them. These
mental health professionals, along with
Bridgewater College's counseling staff,
were present at gatherings and memo
rials in the weeks after, ready to help the
BC community process the unthinkable
events that happened on campus.
In the days and weeks afterward, the
College's Human Resources Office pro
vided resources and counseling sessions
to faculty and staff, and Long organized
multiple counseling workshops for both
faculty and staff. Sessions focused on
caring for oneself and each other.
"The pathways to healing are numer
ous and highly individualized," says Dr.
Neal Rittenhouse, Bridgewater College's
Associate Dean of Students for Health and
Wellness. "Undoubtedly, there will con
tinue to be robust resources for students,
faculty and staff to help each person heal
in the way that works best for them."
Three days after the shooting, Long
coordinated a session for BC faculty called
"A Shared Traumatic Event," along with
an informal discussion organized by the
Wade Institute for Teaching and Learning
at Bridgewater College. And a week after
Feb. 1, faculty and staff were invited to a
Zoom session titled "Building Resiliency in
the Aftermath of Trauma" with the Amer
ican Group Psychotherapy Association.
The association has performed community
outreach after other traumatic events,
including the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.
Through multiple sessions, Long says
faculty and staff were able to express their
personal feelings, while recognizing that
students would bring a varied response to
coping.
"I think that was very helpful to the facul
ty and to the staff who attended those
events, just to get an understanding of the
breadth of reactions that people will have
during tragedies such as this," Long says.
Dr. Leona Sevick, Provost and Executive
Vice President at Bridgewater, says faculty
were "extraordinarily thoughtful" in revis
ing their course syllabi to remove what
could potentially be triggering material

for students. Returning to the classroom
on Feb. 7 brought a new approach to
the academic space, in which faculty and
students were encouraged to share their
feelings if they wished.
"We recognize the effect that a profes
sor can have on the lives of any student
profound effects on the student experi
ence, but also their lives beyond college,"
Sevick says.
Bridgewater's Department of Student
Life organized several events for the
campus community following the trage
dy. On Feb. 8, faculty, staff and students
gathered at the Memorial Hall bell for
a moment of silence, which included
the bell tolling six times for each fallen
officer, and two chimes representing loss
of life. Therapy dogs provided a respite
on multiple days in the lobby of the Kline
Campus Center, where students could
also talk with mental health professionals,
connect with each other and write notes
of support and appreciation for a tree of
reflection and remembrance.
The community at large showed their
support in multiple ways. Little Oaks
Preschool provided more than 120 care
baskets, which the College's Information

Technology Center distributed across
campus. The Bridgewater Retirement
Community baked more than 900 cookies
for the BC community. And seven local
churches worked together to hand out
2,500 kindness bags as students returned
from spring break.
"A very human reaction to a traumatic event like this is to want to erase it or
somehow excise that terrible day from
the body of our community. The disap
pointing reality is that we can't do that.
The event has been woven into the fabric
of our institution," Rittenhouse says. "The
good and empowering news is that we
get to sew even more love, support,
resilience and the strength of the BC com
munity into the fabric as well."
-Includes excerpts from "Teaching After Trauma,"
published March 11, 2022, in the Harrisonburg

Daily News-Record
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THOSE WHO LIVE and work in Bridge
water see it as a connected, caring place
with a unique sense of community that
manifests itself in a sort of call to action.
Home to a small, private liberal arts
college of about 1,500 students, the
peaceful town was rocked by tragedy
two weeks ago. On Feb. 1, Bridgewater
College police officer John Painter and
campus safety officer Vashon "J. J." Jeffer
son were killed in a shooting on campus.
The suspect was caught and is facing
murder charges. No possible motive has
been disclosed.
In the following days, prayer vigils,
impromptu memorials and other ways to
honor the slain officers have arisen at the
college and broader community.
Three days after the shooting, Bridge
water Town Manager Jay Litten released a
statement titled, "The Need for Hope and
the Hope of Love." In it, Litten wrote that
while the pain of the shooting will linger
and the community grieves, a message of
hope, love and community togetherness
will prevail.
To end the message, Litten wrote:
"I simply believe in our power to walk
through the horror and emerge on
the other side-the Bridgewater Way.
Together."

The Bridgewater Way
At Bridgewater College, there is a
"sense of belonging" that is distinctive,
campus Chaplain Robbie Miller '79 said.
"I think the reason many people feel
such loyalty to the college is because they
do feel like part of something bigger than
themselves," Miller said.

To Miller, the Bridgewater Way is "a
culture of community and caring."
"The responses that I've received from
former students and I've seen on social
media certainly confirm that Bridgewater
College is deeply loved by many who
have attended and worked here over the
years," Miller said.
Megan Byler '06, assistant town man
ager for public works for the town of
Bridgewater, said it was "amazing" how
the community has pulled together after a
tragedy that rocked its world.
"We take care of one another," she said.
"We are going to be here for each other
in whatever capacity is necessary."
A lot of hope is shining through the
darkness, Byler said. She noted the
community's support of law enforcement,
appreciative of their service. Outside
Bridgewater's Town Hall, yard signs show
support for the College and law enforce
ment.
"The Bridgewater Way is the community
pulling together and taking care of one
another," Byler said.
Living in Bridgewater gives residents an
opportunity and ability to rub elbows and
bump into neighbors-a sense of connec
tion, said longtime resident Rich Harris.
"Bridgewater is special-it looks to the
future," Harris said. "We come together
for a common cause."
An attractive thing about Bridgewater,
Harris said, is the quality of life in the
town.
"The Bridgewater Way is a sense of
connectedness," Harris said.
In an era of division, a sense of to
getherness and family transcends that in
Bridgewater, Harris said. In view of the

tragedy, it was demonstrated by an out
pouring of support from the community.
"It's a needed and special attitude as to
where we are in today's age," he said.
Sometimes, it's cliche to say a communi
ty is "tight-knit," said Liz Howley, Associate
Vice President for Student Life at Bridge
water College. But, at BC, the connections
and bonds formed remain strong, and
students become friends for life.
"We definitely use the words connec
tion and community a lot," she said. "That's
the heart of it."
Jefferson and Painter had meaningful
relationships with those they knew, How
ley said, whether it was giving rides to
students or meeting them for lunch.
"John and J. J. weren't just friendly-they
had relationships with people," she said.

'Best Kept Secret'
"Bridgewater has a funny way of flying
under the radar, and once you get here,
you realize how great it is," Howley said.
She likened BC to a "best kept
secret"-a humble, resilient experience
that keeps students and community
members invested and loyal to the area
and the College. For some, Bridgewater
"is in their genetics," citing generations of
students in some families.
"That doesn't happen everywhere,"
Howley said. "I've been here about five
years, and I can't imagine working some
place else. I get why people stay forever."
BC football head coach Scott Lemn
said the Bridgewater Way is a sense of
community and connectedness, one that
focuses on the individual and being the
best version of yourself.
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BC Strong
"Bridgewater College is not my alma
mater . . . but a place I've called home the
last 12 years," he said. 'The connection is

the oneness of the community," Christian
said.
People matter at BC, Christian said,

real."
The college is a "community inside a
community," one with a strong relation

noting the "very personalized" nature of
the campus.
"We all come together and gather

ship between students and faculty, he
said.
Though the campus is hurting, the

together, but rather than disperse at the
end, we talk to one another," Christian
said. "I don't see that everywhere."

outpouring of support has helped the
community grieve, he said.
"While it's part of our history, ifs not our

The morning after the shooting, more
than 100 people gathered at the school's
Carter Center to sing the school's song,

identity," Lemn said of the shooting. "Our
identity is community, connectedness,
resiliency."

"Bridgewater Fair."
"'Bridgewater Fair' will never mean the
same thing to me after hearing it Feb. 2,"

The men that officers Painter and Jeffer
son were and their commitment to service
won't be forgotten, Lemn said.

Christian said.

In Bridgewater, when you see someone
in need, you step up and help them, said
Katie Newman, parks coordinator for the
town of Bridgewater. The Bridgewater
Way was embedded in both Jefferson
and Painter.
"It embodies what Bridgewater is," she
said.
Newman said the Bridgewater Way is
going above and beyond for your family,
community and neighbors to provide
a wonderful life and service to others
before yourself.
Knowing the community has people
like Jefferson and Painter, along with local

"While it's part of our
history, ifs not our
identity. Our identity
is community,
connectedness,
resiliency:·
- Scott Lemn
Bridgewater College Head Football Coach

police departments protecting the area,
Newman said it makes her even more
appreciative to call Bridgewater home
and raise a family there.
"I have immense gratitude for our po
lice officers who run into danger to keep

Assistant Professor of Music and Choral
Director Ryan Keebaugh '02, who orga
nized the event, said there's a deeper

our community safe," she said.

connection between students and faculty
at Bridgewater College.
"Students are students by name; they're

'Bridgewater Fair'
Bruce Christian P'06 knew BC was a
special place the minute he and his son,
David, stepped foot on campus in 2001
for a college tour.
"They're there for each other," said
Christian, chair of BC's board of trustees.
"The Bridgewater Way."
Over 3,000 people attended a memo
rial service for Jefferson and Painter at
James Madison University's Atlantic Union
Bank Center last week. Prayer services and
vigils have also been held in the commu
nity within the past two weeks.
"What I've seen over these last 14 days
has been the resiliency of this community,
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not by number," he said.
The Bridgewater Way is caring for one
another, he said.

time," Keebaugh said. "I am grateful and
thankful that so many programs have
been implemented so quickly to care and
support students, faculty and staff."
The key to the Bridgewater Way, said
Gwen Gottfried, Bridgewater town plan
ner and economic development adviser,
is togetherness.
"As the economic development adviser,
I've gotten to see behind the scenes
for some of our businesses, and I've just
been so impressed not only with the
business efforts, but the joint effort of the
businesses and the community," Gottfried
said.
During the shooting, a few BC stu
dents ran and took shelter at Sugar and
Bean Cafe in Bridgewater, said store
owner Heather Benin. As a lifelong Valley
resident, Benin said she was in shock and
disbelief, and wanted to do something
to support the community and further
the role of togetherness. The Friday
night following the shooting, the cafe
stayed open after hours for students only,
offering snacks and coffee and inviting
students to come together off campus.
"We made the business feel like a place
that felt comfortable and safe," Benin said.
In a small community, people just
wanted to find ways to provide sup
port however they could, she said. The
business also created a "hero sub" for a
short period of time after the shooting,
dedicated to Jefferson and Painter.
"We were hurting as a community,"
Benin said.
Karen Luster, owner of Karen's The
Prissy Country Girl in Bridgewater, said
the people of Bridgewater are "so kind
and so welcoming." She said she also
wanted to support Bridgewater any way
she could, and her store is selling stickers
and hearts where all proceeds go to the
officers' memorial fund.
"Bridgewater is my Hallmark town," she

"We don't just say, 'We feel for our
students, we understand our students,"'
Keebaugh said. "We actually genuinely
care for our students."

said, noting how friendly and supportive
the people of the town are.
As the two-week mark of the shooting

Faculty members care about what their
students are going through, what they've
been through and how they are doing,

passes, porch lights in Bridgewater are
blue in support of law enforcement.
"Those efforts have been so heartening

Keebaugh said. Relationships at BC are
built for life and continue after gradua
tion.

in the midst of something so tragic, to
see people come together and support
one another, and to support law enforce

"I think it's going to be continued
care and support for one another, and
honestly, that's going to take a lot of

ment," Gottfried said.

'This story originally ran in the Feb.15, 2022,
edition of the Harrisonburg Daily News-Record

COMMENCEMENT CEREMONIES are a time of collective joy, a celebration
with family, friends and community members as graduates prepare to take their
next steps, the future an exciting unknown. But the day is also a time for reflec
tion, a chance to bear witness to the people and experiences that have shaped
one's college experience.
After welcoming members of the Class of 2022 and their family and friends to
Bridgewater College's 142nd Commencement exercises on May 7, College Pres
ident David W. Bushman asked the audience to observe a moment of silence in
honor of the fallen heroes who gave their lives to protect others, Campus Police
Officer John Painter and Campus Safety Officer Vashon "J.J." Jefferson.
"I think the best way to honor the sacrifice John and J.J. made and the best
way to remember them is to understand ourselves what they so clearly knew:
That our lives are worth it. They sacrificed their lives so that we could live ours,"
President Bushman said.
Chair of the College's Board of Trustees D. Bruce Christian P'06 then spoke to
the Class of 2022, noting their resiliency and perseverance and reminding grad
uates they always have a home at BC. President of the College's Alumni Associa
tion Bradley Hallock '86 remarked that as alumni, the strength of the connections
made at BC can be fostered for a lifetime.
Mary Monaco '21, M'22, a master of arts in digital media strategy graduate
SPRING/SUMMER 2022 21
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from Fishersville, Va., spoke on Bridgewa
ter's founding values of goodness, truth,
beauty and harmony, telling classmates,
"After today, it will be on us to stand up
for each other, build connections and
care for our communities the way that it
has been demonstrated here."
Senior Class President Jenna Claire
Ashley, a nutritional science major from
Culpeper, Va., presented the class gift.
The class of 2022 selected the John Paint
er and Vashon "J.J." Jefferson Memorial
Student Support Fund as the designation
for their gift. The fund will be held in
perpetuity to honor the memories and
preserve the legacies of the two officers.
The College's Symphonic Band then
performed "When Peace Like a River" by
Gary Fagan '73. Fagan, an accomplished
music educator and composer, wrote the
piece to honor the sacrifice of Officers
Painter and Jefferson.
After the performance, President
Bushman and Provost and Executive Vice
President Dr. Leona A. Sevick presented
president's medals to four retired facul
ty members. The medal is awarded for
distinguished service and a demonstrat
ed commitment to the highest ideals of
Bridgewater College. President's medal
recipients were Dr. Joe Crockett, Profes-

sor of Chemistry, Emeritus; Dr. Stephen
Longenecker, Professor of History, Emer
itus; Dr. Mwizenge Tembo, Professor of
Sociology, Emeritus; and Dr. Alice Trupe,
Professor of English, Emerita.
In his address titled "All of Us,'' President
Bushman-this year's Commencement
speaker-highlighted the resiliency and
strength of the members of the Class of
2022 who faced adversity while learning
and living during a worldwide pandemic,
as well as persevered after the unthink
able events of Feb. 1. As students and
members of the College community
grieved and healed together in the days
afterward, it brought to light the impor
tance of connections and magnified the
qualities of care and compassion that
resonate so strongly within each of us.
"Even though all Commencements
might look similar, each one is unique,"
President Bushman said. "Each one
celebrates unique individuals, unique ac
complishments and unique communities.
And because this year we are celebrat
ing all of those things in the light of new
hope following a tragically dark day, this
is a uniquely special Commencement.
We are celebrating not just your accom
plishments, but your resiliency in the face
of heartache and our shared strength in

a time of turmoil. We are, today, more
than any other Commencement in the
College's history, celebrating our connec
tions and our community. We are recog
nizing and celebrating your promise, your
potential and your capacity for greatness.
And we are celebrating the sacrifice and
care and commitment of everyone who
helped you arrive at this day. We are cele
brating all of us."
Among the 335 undergraduate students
in the Class of 2022, 160 earned bachelor
of arts degrees and 175 earned bachelor of science degrees. Twenty-seven
members of the class graduated summa
cum /aude-the top academic honor
which requires students to achieve at
least a 3.9 grade point average on a 4.0
scale. Thirty-six graduates earned magna
cum /aude honors-a 3.7 or better aver
age. Cum /aude honors, requiring a 3.4
grade point average, were earned by 56
graduates.
"We work and play, we laugh and cry,
we live and learn, together. In communi
ty. Your lives, your stories, are part of the
life and story of the College," President
Bushman said. "All too recently we came
together to mourn unthinkable loss. Today
we come together to celebrate extraordi
nary accomplishment. All of us."
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Artistic rendering

Bridgewater Receives $1 Million
Gift to Create Rebecca Quad
Thanks to a $1 million gift from the chair of the College's Board of Trustees, Bruce Christian
P'06, and his wife, Spas, Bridgewater will break ground this summer on its Rebecca Quad
project, creating a new outdoor gathering area adjacent to the Kline Campus Center and the
campus mall.

The Rebecca Quad project will transform an underutilized space into a hub of campus
activity with a variety of meeting and socializing areas in which students, faculty and other
members of the Bridgewater College community can come together to interact, connect
and enjoy the beauty of the College's campus mall.

"The Christians' generous gift enables us to build on the success and popularity of the
outdoor gathering areas around the new John Kenny Forrer Learning Commons by adding
similar elements to the other side of our campus mall," said President David W. Bushman. "So
much of our community and the success of our students is built on the connections we make
here with one another. By creating yet another area where students can engage with a friend
or faculty mentor, discuss a group project, attend class outside or, even, reflect silently in the
fresh air, we are nurturing the sense of togetherness and community that is a hallmark of the
Bridgewater experience."
Plans for the space include hardscape walkways and gathering areas complete with dining
tables and Adirondack chairs, landscaping to complement that of the campus mall and-no
tably-a nod to the College's original walkway and historical entrance to campus, which will
be highlighted by a large inlay of the College's seal.
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PLEXUSS RAN KS 22 PROGRAMS
AT BC AS TOP IN VIRGINIA
Nearly two dozen undergraduate academic
programs at Bridgewater College earned
high rankings at the state level from PLEX
USS, a global higher education database for
prospective college students.

In addition to its academic program honors,
PLEXUSS ranked Bridgewater College
among the top liberal arts colleges in
Virginia.

The College ranked in the top 10 in the
Commonwealth in five categories: media
studies (No. 3), biochemistry (No. 5), health
and exercise science (No. 7), health and
physical education (No. 7) and environmen
tal science (No. 8). The College's academic
programs within the field of media studies
also ranked in the top 100 nationally.

Front row: Bridgewater College President David Bushman, Jennifer Murray '04, Daryl Funk '04, Bradley Hallock '86 and Chris Lumsden '80. Second row: Laura
Boyd Farmer '03, Sherrie '85 and G. Benjamin Wampler '82 and Jeffrey Bourne '81. (Not pictured: Darean Talmadge '17, Kristi Titus '94 and Richard Claybrook Jr.
'74, who was honored posthumously.)

BC RECOGNIZES OUTSTANDING ALUMNI
The College honored 11 alumni for their achievements and human
itarian service at the 2022 College Awards Ceremony on April 9. In
addition to the three 2022 awardees, BC recognized the 2020 and
2021 award winners, whose respective ceremonies were postponed
due to COVID-19. Read the full bios at bridgewater.edu/alumni
awards.
The 2022 West-Whitelow Humanitarian Service Award was present
ed to Darean Talmadge of Hampstead, Md., class of 2017; the 2022
Distinguished Alumnus Award was presented to Jeffrey Bourne of
Harrisonburg, Va., class of 1981; and the 2022 Young Alumnus Award
was presented to Daryl Funk of Front Royal, Va., class of 2004.

The 2021 West-Whitelow Humanitarian Service Award was
presented to Kristi Titus of Leesburg, Va., class of 1994; the 2021

Distinguished Alumnus Award was presented to Chris Lumsden of
South Boston, Va., class of 1980; and the 2021 Young Alumna Award
was presented to Jennifer Murray of Fairmont, W.Va., class of 2004.

The 2020 West-Whitelow Humanitarian Service Award was pre
sented to Bradley Hallock of Frederick, Md., class of 1986; the 2020
Distinguished Alumnus Award was presented posthumously to Rich
ard Claybrook Jr., class of 1974; the 2020 Young Alumna Award was
presented to Laura Boyd Farmer of Roanoke, Va., class of 2003; and
the 2020 Phillip Stone Award for Exemplary Service to the College
was presented to G. Benjamin Wampler and Sherrie Wampler of
Nokesville, Va., classes of 1982 and 1985, respectively.

DONOR-FUNDED INITIATIVE CREATES
UNIQUE PARTNERSHIP
Bridgewater College choir students, the BC community and the public benefited
this spring from a generous anonymous donation that created a unique partner
ship with the Washington National Cathedral Choir in Washington, D.C. Music
has always been an important part of the benefactor's life, whose gift allowed
Cathedra-the highly skilled ensemble of professional singers resident at the
cathedral-to perform at BC on March 25. The performance included a world
premiere of "Wash Me Thoroughly" by composer and music educator Dr. Trevor
Weston. Before the performance, BC's Concert Choir worked alongside the pro
fessionals in workshops led by Canon Michael McCarthy, the cathedral's Director
of Music. McCarthy offered insight and feedback on the choir's current reper
toire, followed by Concert Choir sectional work with members of Cathedra. The
gift also covered the opportunity for BC's Concert Choir to travel to the National
Cathedral in D.C. to participate in the Choral Evensong program on May 1. The
performance may be viewed at bridgewater.edu/NationalCathedral.

BC's Concert Choir worked with professional musicians from
Cathedra during workshops in the Concert Hall of the Carter
Center for Worship and Music.
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MSHRM and MDMS
Programs Offer Classes
Online

Special Collections
Receives Top 10
Endangered Artifacts
Award
The Robert R. Newlen 75 and John C.
Bradford Special Collections at Bridgewa
ter College received a Virginia's Top 10
Endangered Artifacts award on March 8 in
Richmond, Va., at the Virginia Association of
Museums (VAM) annual conference. Special
Collections Librarian Stephanie S. Gardner
accepted the award on behalf of Special
Collections. The honor includes a certificate,
poster and monetary award that will help
fund conservation assessment of Bridge
water College's World War II Service Honor
Board.

Assistant Professor of Business Administra
tion Dr. Roslyn Vargas serves as director of
the MSHRM program.

The master of science in human resource man
agement (MSHRM) program was approved by
the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools
Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) to offer class
es in an online, HyFlex model, meaning classes
are offered at the same time to both online and
in-person students. The program is fully online as
of summer 2022.

Following the SACSCOC approval, the master of arts in digital media strategy (MDMS)
program also transitioned to an online model. The MDMS program is now offered in an
online-only format.

BC Alumnus Composes Piece in Memory of Officers Painter and
Jefferson
"When Peace Like a River," composed by Gary Fagan 73, first premiered at the Sym
phonic Band concert on March 27 and was also performed by the Symphonic Band at
Commencement on May 7. Fagan's composition was written to honor the sacrifice of
Officers John Painter and J.J. Jefferson.
"As soon as I decided to arrange the piece in their memory, I knew that the band that
should premiere the piece had to be the Bridgewater Symphonic Band. This particular
hymn seemed very appropriate as the basis for the piece, due to the circumstances in
which it was originally composed and the message the text emphasizes. The text speaks
to the fact that even when tragedy occurs, we keep our faith and find strength in God. It
is a hymn of hope and encouragement even in the darkest of times," Fagan says.
Fagan, an accomplished music educator and composer, was recently inducted into
the Virginia Band and Orchestra Director Association Hall of Fame. He has composed
more than 100 compositions for concert bands and string orchestras. He taught band
in Albemarle County, Va., for 34 years, and after his retirement he spent 11 years as a
university supervisor at James Madison University, as well teaching arranging as an
adjunct faculty member.

The WWII honor board is a large wooden
shield that bears the names of approximate
ly 360 Bridgewater College-affiliated men
and women who served their country in
World War II, both in the military and civilian
public service. Created and donated by the
Bridgewater College Alumni Association in
1945 and originally hanging in the entrance
of what is now Flory Hall-East, the BC WWII
honor board was transferred to the Reuel
B. Pritchett Museum Collection in the early
1980s.
Virginia's Top 10 Endangered Artifacts is
an annual contest administered by VAM to
bring attention and conservation funding
to the work of Virginia's museums. The BC
artifact was one of 10 selected this year by
an independent panel of statewide collec
tions and conservation professionals. Special
Collections received an appraisal for resto
ration of the board and will work toward its
conservation.
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Sophomore Adalia Coleman Wins National Championship
Sophomore track and field star Adalia Coleman is the College's newest national champion.
Coleman ran a personal-best time of 7.61 to capture first place in the 60-meter dash on
March 12 at the NCAA Division Ill indoor track and field championships at JDL Fast Track in
Winston-Salem, N.C.
Along with the first national championship of her college career, Coleman also now has four
All-American honors after being recognized in events from this year's and last year's outdoor
national championships.

Dr. Benjamin Albers,
Associate Professor
of Sociology; Lauren
Eye '22; Bridgewater
College President David
Bushman; Dr. Christian
Sheridan, Associate
Professor of English; and
Dr. Martin Kalb, Associate
Professor of History

Annual Founder's Day Awards Honor Excellence and Service
Bridgewater College marked its observance
of Founder's Day on April 5 and presented
awards to three faculty members for their
excellence in teaching and scholarship, two
members of the campus police and safety
department for their sacrifice and one stu
dent for academic excellence.
Dr. Christian Sheridan, Associate Professor
of English, received the Martha B. Thornton

Faculty Recognition Award; Dr. Benjamin
Albers, Associate Professor of Sociology, re

ceived the Ben and Janice Wade Outstand
ing Teaching Award; and Dr. Martin Kalb,
Associate Professor of History, received the
Faculty Scholarship Award.

Campus Safety Officer Vashon "J.J." Jeffer
son and Campus Police Officer John Painter
were posthumously awarded the Daniel

Christian Flory Award. Officers Jefferson and
Painter died in the line of duty while pro
tecting the Bridgewater College community
on Feb. l.

Lauren Eye, a 2022 graduate with a double
major in health and exercise science and so
ciology from Fredericksburg, Va., received
the Bridgewater College Founder's Award.

BRIDGEWATER COLLEGE
LAUNCHES BASE PROGRAM
The College established the Bridgewater
Academic and Social Experience (BASE)
program this spring. The BASE program is a
new student-centered program, offered to
Bridgewater students who are on the autism
spectrum or who feel that they may benefit
from the support provided. The program
fosters and encourages independence for
students with autism spectrum disorder.
Through a variety of support mechanisms,
students in the BASE program will learn to
apply the skills, strategies and self-advocacy
needed to navigate the academic, social
and critical thinking demands of college.
The BASE program is designed in a step
down format, in which students will receive
the highest level of support when first
enrolled at the College. It gradually evolves
over time to promote independence based
on each student's needs and progress. For
more information, visit the program website
at bridgewater.edu/base.
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WE LOVE HEARING FROM YOU! Please email news on births,
deaths, marriages, job changes, achievements, etc., to alumnews@
bridgewater.edu. Log in to bridgewateralumni.com or mail to
Office of Alumni Relations, College Box 40, Bridgewater College,
Bridgewater, VA 22812. Include your name, maiden name, class year,
spouse's name and class year if applicable, mailing address, phone
and email address. Please avoid using abbreviations and limit your
submissions to 75 words or fewer.

1965

The football and track facility
at Page County High School in
Luray, Va., was renamed Buddy
Comer Stadium at Panther Field
in honor of Vincent Junior
"Buddy" Comer, who coached
football and track in a career that
spanned nearly a half-century.
Comer died April 8, 2021, at the
age of 79.

1969

In May 2020, C. Andrew Ram
stetter matriculated to Lake
wood Retirement Community in
Richmond, Va., where Ramstetter
says, "I am doing well. I miss my
home and land of the last 30
years, but not the upkeep of the
house and yard."

1971

The gymnasium at Strasburg
High School was renamed

Millson French Court in honor
of Millson French Jr. French
became head basketball coach
at the school in 1974. He retired
from coaching in 2013, finish
ing with more than 450 wins,
including district and regional
championships and two state
semifinal appearances.
Current Vice Chair of the Augus
ta County Board of Supervisors
in Augusta County, Va., Grafton
"Butch"Wells ran unopposed
for his third term on the board.
He was first elected in 2018.

1975

Robert Randolph Newlen of
Arlington, Va., was awarded
the 2021 Joseph W. Lippincott
Award, which honors a librari
an for distinguished service to
the profession of librarianship.
Newlen is the Executive Director
of the Dwight D. Opperman
Foundation and retired Deputy
Librarian of Congress after 43
years of service.

1979

Elaine Stevenson Smith of
Elkton, Va., was featured on the
Virginia Master Naturalist Head
waters Chapter's website for her
work as chair of the Continuing
Education Committee. Virginia
Master Naturalists are volunteer
educators, citizen scientists and
stewards helping conserve and
manage natural resources and
public lands in the common
wealth of Virginia.
Retired BC professor and coach
of 39 years Shane Stevens and
his wife, Xan Butler Stevens '89,
of Mount Crawford, Va., were
honored as the Bridgewater
Ruritan Club's 2021 Citizens of
the Year.

1980

Michael "Mike" Tancyus of
Afton, Va., retired as Senior Clini
cian at Augusta Health Outpa
tient Behavioral Health Services
after 20 years. He has returned
(continued on p. 31)

1. The football and track
facility at Page County
High School was renamed
in honor of Vincent Junior
"Buddy" Comer '65. (Photo
by Andi Short, special to the
Harrisonburg Daily News-Re
cord)

2. Millson French Jr. '71,
right, holds a plaque
given during a dedication
ceremony at Strasburg
High School. Part of the
wood for the plaque was
taken from the old gym at
Strasburg High. (Photo by
Rich Cooley, Northern Virginia
Daily)

3. Robert Randolph Newlen
75 received the 2021 Jo
seph W. Lippincott Award,
which honors a librarian
for distinguished service to
the profession of librari
anship.
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"Bridgewater is a great place for youth to learn and prepare for life's challenges. By making IRA
qualified charitable distributions to the College, we know that we are helping to produce future
leaders who will work toward creative and harmonious relations in all areas of life."
-Jim '57 and Sylvia Bowman '57
JAMES 0. AND SYLVIA KLINE BOWMAN'S strong belief in the values of peacebuilding, justice and
global unity motivated them to invest in Bridgewater College's students by creating the Kline-Bowman
Institute for Creative Peacebuilding. They've found that one of the most financially savvy means for
supporting their endowment is through IRA Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCD).
If you are 70½ or older, you, like Jim and Sylvia, can take
advantage of a simple way to benefit BC students and
receive tax benefits in return. You can give any amount up
to $100,000 per year from your IRA directly to the fund
of your choice without having to pay income taxes on the
money.
Your gift will immediately be put to use, allowing you to
see the difference your donation is making.
You pay no income taxes on the gift. The transfer

generates neither taxable income nor a tax deduction, so
you benefit even if you do not itemize your deductions.
Beginning in the year you tum 72, you can use your gift to
satisfy all or part of your required minimum distribution
(RMD).
Since the gift doesn't count as income, it can reduce your
annual income level. This may help lower your Medicare
premiums and decrease the amount of Social Security
that is subject to tax.

For more information on making an IRA qualified charitable distribution or
other planned giving options, go to bridgewater.givingplan.net or call the
Office of Institutional Advancement at 540-828-5448.
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Inspiring Others
BY JESSICA LUCK
Donte Montague '09 knows the value
of building strong relationships. It's the
cornerstone of his approach to teaching
and is something he models in his own
life as he maintains ties to Bridgewater
College professors and coaches who
impacted him as a student. Montague, a
fourth-grade teacher at Ware Elementary
in Staunton, Va., gets to know his students
on both an academic and personal level.
Connecting with them about their inter
ests-anything from learning Japanese
to playing video games-correlates to a
better learning environment.
"Kids are intuitive, and at this stage in
10
life it's important for them to feel import
ant," he says. "Learning is going to be easy
if they're having fun."
Montague, a teacher at Ware for the
last eight years, has created an atmo
sphere of learning that goes beyond the
classroom. A health and exercise science
major at Bridgewater and former track and
field and cross-country coach at Stuarts
Draft High School, Montague established
an after-school running club at Ware for fourth- and
fifth-graders. He helps them set goals and organize club
fundraisers and gives them a foundation in exercise and
wellness through lessons on flexibility and agility, medi
tation, strength and power. Some of Montague's former
students have gone on to play football and soccer or run
track and field for their high schools.
After visiting one of his former Bridgewater College
track and field coaches (Montague was all-conference in
the high jump and triple jump) at Gallaudet University, a
private university in Washington, D.C., for the deaf and
hard of hearing, he developed an interest in learning
American Sign Language. He took ASL classes at Blue
Ridge Community College and Piedmont Virginia Com
munity College and eventually established the American
Sign Language Club at Ware. He teaches students con
versational phrases that they can use in everyday life.
When the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic forced
schools to move to remote learning, Montague em
ployed creative ways to stay connected with his stu
dents. He organized online drawing sessions and built
in time throughout the day for students to share with
him. During the second half of the 2020-21 school year,
Staunton City Schools allowed students to either attend
class in-person or remotely. In the weeks leading up to
state standardized tests, Montague realized some of his
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remote students had never set foot in the classroom,
which they would do during testing. One Saturday, he
and his wife, Yolanda, drove their motorcycles to the
home of each remote student so that Montague could
talk with them and ease any worries about returning to
school.
"I feel like I'm making a difference," Montague says
about teaching.
It's no surprise that Montague has received numerous
awards recognizing his dedication to his profession.
He was named a 2021 Newsmaker of the Year by The
News Leader and received the 2018 Dawbarn Education
Award from the Community Foundation of the Central
Blue Ridge, the 2018 Teacher of the Year Award at Ware
Elementary and the 2018 Teacher of the Year Award from
Staunton City Schools.
In April 2022, the Staunton City School Board an
nounced a historic appointment: Montague would
become the first Black assistant principal promoted from
within the school system. He begins his new role as Assis
tant Principal at Staunton High School this summer.
"We see a lot of young men and women who look like
me that might not feel represented," Montague says. "I
feel like this is an opportunity for me to grow and inspire
more people across the board."

4.

s.

Shane '79 and Xan Stevens
'89 are presented the 2021
Citizens of the Year award
by Bridgewater Ruritan
Club Committee Chairman
Frank Will.
Nan Patricia Hutchison '91
and Candace Southerly
Teter '91 hope their grandsons, Kayden and Jameson, will become future
Eagles one day.

6. Ellen Morris '14 was

featured in The News
Virginian for her mural on
the side of the Shenandoah Valley Animal Services
Center in Lyndhurst, Va.

�l

(Photo by Ben Craft, The News
Virginian)

7.

to private practice part-time
and is working on a diploma
program in numismatics in his
spare time.

1981

Mark Barber is now the Chief
Operating Officer forTDSTele
com, a Madison, Wis.,-based
communications company.
Barber has been leading TDS'
network operations since 2018
and was instrumental in helping
TDSTelecom acquire its first ma
jor cable company and facilitat
ed all ofTDS' subsequent cable
acquisitions.

1988

James "Jim" Estep of Mount
Union, Pa., was named District
Superintendent for South Mid
dleton School District in Boiling
Springs, Pa.

Jeffrey Hawes was named Po
tomac District Coach of the Year.
Hawes is the head boys basket
ball coach at Potomac Falls High
School in Potomac Falls, Va.

their grandsons, Kayden and
Jameson, will become future
Eagles one day.

1989

Dr. Rebecca "Becky" Barr Sim
mons of East Grand Forks, Minn.,
won a Distinguished Achieve
ment Award inTeaching from
the Entomological Society of
America. The award is presented
annually to a member of the
society deemed to be the most
outstanding teacher of the year.

Xan Butler Stevens (see Shane
Stevens '79).

1991

Greg Campbell was appoint
ed as Director of the Virginia
Department of Aviation by Gov.
Glenn Youngkin. Prior to the
appointment, Campbell served
as Executive Director of the
Shenandoah Valley Regional
Airport since 1992.
Nan Patricia Hutchison and
Candace Southerly Teter met
on their first day at Bridgewater
in 1987 and have been best
friends ever since.They hope

1992

1993

Dennis Dysart has been elected
chair of the Virginia Association of
Community Banks. Dysart is Presi
dent and Chief Operating Officer
of First Bank in Strasburg, Va.

1999

Greg Campbell '91 was
appointed as Director of
the Virginia Department
of Aviation by Gov. Glenn
Youngkin.

Alexandria, Va., graduated from
Florida Institute ofTechnology
with a master of arts in pro
fessional behavioral analysis in
August 2021. Weaver recently
completed requirements and
passed examination to obtain
certifications for board-certified
behavior analysis and is currently
working for Green Box ABA in
Northern Virginia.
Patrick Weller is the new boys
basketball head coach at River
heads High School in Greenville,
Va.

2000
Danielle Painter Babb of Luray,
Va., is the newTown Clerk and
Treasurer in Luray. Babb previ
ously served as Deputy Clerk
since 2006.

Melanie Soper Weaver of
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8. Tyler Limbrick '14 and Sara
Forren Limbrick '17 were
married on Nov. 6, 2021.
Alumni in attendance from
left are Ryan Leake '16
Michael Dandridge
the Rev. Robbie Miller '79
Cathryn Levander '17, Eric�
Horne Kieta '17, Sara Forren
Limbrick '17, Tyler Limbrick
'14, Matt Limbrick '11, Kara
Greber Limbrick '10, Samu
el Poole '16, Jacob Walker
'12 andTyler Burch '15.

'14,

9• Shanna Arementrout Bill
himer '04, the first female
president of Broadway's
Trumbo Electric Inc.,
was featured in the 2021
Shenandoah Valley Busi
ness Journal's "10 Under
40" list.

nua
r
c eon

10. Rebekah Sours Castle '04
received the Rising Star
Award from the Virginia
Economic Developers
Association.

2002

Brett Childers of Fort Mill, S.C.,
was featured in The Herald for
coaching the Catawba Ridge
High School boys basketball
team. Childers has been the only
boys basketball head coach in
the school's three-year history.
Dr. Jason Ridlon, Associate Pro
fessor at the University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign, published
the article "Microbial Impact
on Cholesterol and Bile Acid
Metabolism" in the Multidisci
plinary Digital Publishing Institute
(MDPI) Microorganisms Journal
in February 2022.

2004

Shanna Armentrout Billhimer

ofTimberville, Va., was featured
in the 2021 Shenandoah Valley
Business Journal's "10 Under
40" list, which showcases young

32

BRIDGEWATER�

professionals making an impact
on local business. Billhimer is the
first female president of Broad
way'sTrumbo Electric Inc.

Rebekah Sours Castle of Mount

Sidney, Va., was honored with
the Rising Star Award from the
Virginia Economic Developers
Association. Castle is the Director
of Economic Development and
Marketing for Augusta County.

Jennifer "Jen" Sanders Kreigh
baum of Oakland, Md., was

awarded the Lilian T. Moffat
Award from the Maryland
Banking School. Kreighbaum is a
compliance officer and Com
munity Reinvestment Act (CRA)
_
officer for First United Bank &
Trust.The award is given to the
student with the highest overall
GPA while serving as an out
standing leader and role model
for their fellow students.

2006

Dr. Todd Brennan ofTampa, Fla.,
The Foot Book: The
Care and Keeping of Your Feet

authored

published in 2022.

Jennifer "Jen" Fields Hood of

Greencastle, Pa., was quoted
in Search Engine Journal's July
2020 article, "Do We Have the
Math toTruly Decode Google's
Algorithms?" Hood has worked
as a statistician for most of the
last 15 years.

David L. Smith of Daleville, Va.,
was named to Lumas Networks and NorthState's newly
formed executive leadership
team. Smith's new role is Chief
Network Officer. Previously, he
served as Vice President ofTech
nical Operations and Planning
at Lumas. In his new role, he will
help drive the strategic direc
tion of the company, setting the

stage for rapid growth in North
Carolina, Virginia and other parts
of the Mid-Atlantic region.

2007

Dr. Kathleen "Katy" Herr Lovell

was featured in The News
Leader, in Staunton, Va., in a
look back on Staunton basketball
players years later.

Mark "Arthur" Pedersen of
Poquoson, Va., was promoted
to Assistant General Manager
at Onelife Fitness in Newport
News, Va.

2009

Ashley Corbin Clatterbuck was
promoted toTown Clerk of Cul
peper, Va. Clatterbuck previous
ly served as DeputyTown Clerk
and has been with the town
clerk's office since May 2014.
(continued on p. 34)

Dedication to Service
BY KYLIE LEHMAN MOHLER '03

Col. Jennifer Rothgeb Martin's dedication
to service runs in her family, as both grand
fathers served in World War 11, her father was
drafted in the Vietnam War and served in
Germany, and numerous cousins were in the
Marines. The structure and organization of the
military have always appealed to Martin '97,
who was recently promoted to the rank of
Colonel in the Virginia Army National Guard.
"I am the kid who made my bed every day
and cleaned my room without being asked,"
she says.
As Deputy Chief of Staff-Personnel, Martin
oversees 60 soldiers and is responsible for
7,200 solider personnel actions. One of the
most rewarding aspects of the job, she says, is
seeing soldiers succeed through rank promo
tions and receiving awards.
Martin enlisted in the Virginia Army National
Guard in 1992 and was commissioned in 1997
as a Quartermaster Corps Second Lieutenant
in the United States Army through the James
Madison University Reserve Officer Training
Corps. She balanced her Bridgewater College
education with officer school training and says
the support she received from professors and
staff was a boon to her success.
Dr. Michael Hensley, Professor of Biology,
Emeritus, was especially influential during
Martin's time at Bridgewater and was a great
supporter of her military aspirations. As a first-genera
tion college student, Martin appreciated the help and
attention she received from college staff in securing
funding for school.
"Everyone at Bridgewater College was so helpful to
me, from staff to professors. Professors were very per
sonable, not just teaching, but mentoring," Martin says.
That model of mentorship and support inspires Martin
today, as she strives to do the same for the soldiers on
her staff.
Following assignments with the Army's 54th Quarter
master Company and the 49th Quartermaster Special
Troops Battalion at Fort Lee, Va., Martin rejoined the
Virginia Army National Guard in 2000. She became
a full-time Active Guard and Reserve National Guard
Officer in 2003, and from May 2007 to February 2008

she deployed to Baghdad as the Jl Human Resources
Officer for the Joint Area Support Group. She has held
positions at the company, battalion, brigade, division
and state level, and has received numerous medals,
including the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Army
Commendation Medal and Iraqi Campaign Medal with
bronze star service, among others.
During her military career, Martin has seen more
male-dominated positions open up to women. She was
the first female member of the Virginia Army National
Guard to serve in several positions, including com
manding the Recruiting and Retention Battalion. Martin
hopes to be an inspiration for others, especially to
women, to demonstrate that "women can make it to the
top through education, physical fitness and hard work,"
she says.
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Jasmine Honey is the new Head
Athletic Trainer for the Knoxville
Ice Bears in Knoxville, Tenn.

2010

Jerry West assumed the role of

Director of Nelson County ( Va.)
Parks and Recreation on Sept. 1,
2021.

Nicole "Nicky"Yurcaba of
Baker, W.Va., joined Blue Ridge
Community College as a career
counselor and Southern New
Hampshire University as an ad
junct poetry professor. She also
writes book reviews for the U.S.
Review of Books and recently
had analytical reviews of various
texts published in Tupelo Quar
terly, Colorado Review and Sage
Cigarettes. Yurcaba was selected
by Bloomsbury Publishing UK as
a reviewer for Orphans of the
Storm, a novel about the RMS
Titanic.

2011

lqra Anwar-Dean of Springfield,

Va., was promoted to Director
of Operations at BioElectronics
Corporation, a leading compa
ny in the field of noninvasive
electroceutical medical devices
headquartered in Frederick,
Md. Anwar-Dean will manage
product production schedules,
inventory and logistics.

2012

Jenny Logan Posey entered
into her fourth season as the
women's basketball coach at
Eastern Mennonite University in
Harrisonburg, Va.
Kyle Remnant was named Direc
tor of Bands at Eastern Menno
nite University in Harrisonburg,
Va. Remnant previously directed
the pep band at Bridgewater
College for two years.

2013

Zachary "Zach" Haga and
Karianne Burcham Haga '14 wel

comed a baby, Ezra Truett, born
July 22, 2021. The family resides
in West Point, Va.

Tammy DePhillip was named
Director of Finance for the Town
of Woodstock, Va. DePhillip's
responsibilities include oversee
ing the administration of town
finances including accounting,
purchasing, accounts payable,
debt management, investments,
grants, revenue billing and col
lection and payroll.

2014

Karianne Burcham Haga (see

Zachary "Zach" Haga '13).

Tyler Limbrick '14 and Sara For
ren Limbrick '17 were married on

Nov. 6, 2021. The couple resides
in Fredericksburg, Va.

Ellen Morris of Waynesboro,

Va., was featured in The News
Virginian for painting a mural

on the side of the Shenandoah
Valley Animal Services Center in
Lyndhurst, Va., as well as sharing
her mental health and sobriety
journey.

2015

Paxton Sauerwald joined faculty

and staff at W.E. Cundiff Elemen
tary School in Vinton, Va. Sau
erwald is the English-language
learners (ELL) teacher working
with grades K-5.

2017

Sara Forren Limbrick (see Tyler

Limbrick '14)

2018

Marshall Miller joined the
public affairs team at Wireless
Infrastructure Association in
(continued on p. 36)

11.

English Jackson '20 finished
ninth for females and in the
top 100 finishers overall in
the Philadelphia Marathon
2021. She averaged 6:14 a
mile. (English Jackson pic
tured at right while she was
a member of the Bridge
water College track team.)

12.

William "Will" Long Ill pro
posed in January 2022 by
writing "Marry me?" on the
roof of his father's business
before flying his now-fi
ancee, Mercy Wilson, over
the sign. (Photos courtesy of
The Northern Virginia Daily)
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Helping Those in Need
BY KYLIE LEHMAN MOHLER '03

Greg Peters '74 has devoted his career to
serving as a champion for at-risk children and
their families. A licensed clinical social worker,
he retired last spring after 40 years at United
Methodist Family Services of Virginia (UMFS), a
national leader in providing services to children
and parents to help them overcome challenges
and reach their potential. As UMFS CEO and
President for the last 20 years, Peters has been
the guiding force in the Richmond, Va.,-based
nonprofit's goal of identifying gaps in social ser
vices and working at the local, state and national
level to develop and implement partnerships to
better meet community needs.
Originally planning for a life in the ministry
(and even becoming a licensed minister while in
college), Peters' career trajectory was changed
after Bridgewater College Professor of Sociolo
gy Bill Barnett recognized his passion for social
advocacy and encouraged him to explore com
munity outreach. A double major in philosophy
and religion and sociology, Peters completed
an internship with the Juvenile and Domestic
Relations Court in Harrisonburg, Va., and after
graduation was hired as a Juvenile Probation Officer
with the 26th District Court. That job exposed him to the
difficulties young people and their families were experi
encing and the necessity of larger systemic changes, and
he went on to work as a child care worker for a children's
group home, as a social worker for a center specializing
in elderly day care and as a clinical social worker with
Family and Children's Services in Richmond. He obtained
his master's degree in clinical social work at Virginia Com
monwealth University, where he met his wife, Gail.
When he began working at UMFS in 1980, the organi
zation had three full-time social workers; today it has 60,
along with 340 staff members and 1,000 regular volun
teers. Peters credits his great team as being integral to his
success, citing the importance of "people you connect
with, from a team of dedicated staff and board members
to numerous volunteers."
"As I look back on my life and journey, I realize that
God called me to work with struggling families and
children, not from the pulpit, but from a faith-based
organization that shared my values," says Peters, who
received the 2015 Distinguished Alumnus Award from
Bridgewater.
One of the UMFS programs created under Peters'

leadership, Project LIFE, exemplifies his ability to make
critical connections between service providers and
those in need. Project LIFE is a collaboration funded by
the Virginia Department of Social Services to support
teens aging out of foster care. The program provides
training to social workers, religious leaders and other
community stakeholders on how to help teens prepare
for adulthood. One of the former Project LIFE students is
now a current UMFS staff member and graduated with
her master of social work this spring. Peters attended her
graduation ceremony to celebrate her accomplishment.
This year, UMFS is opening a new residential Child and
Family Healing Center, which will house adolescents with
dual diagnoses and support their education and care.
The center will be named in Peters' honor.
"Greg helped transform a children's home into an
innovative community-solutions provider that has cre
ated cutting-edge programs replicated today all over
Virginia," says current UMFS President and CEO Dr. Nancy
Toscano, LCSW. "He always had an incredible capacity to
identify the essence of what was needed and then cre
ate workable solutions that were effective and scalable.
The Child and Family Healing Center is a perfect example
of one of those solutions. There is no one more fitting for
this honor."
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CLASS NOTES/MEMORIALS
Arlington, Va. WIA represents
companies that make up the
wireless infrastructure ecosystem
in the U.S. with the goal to
deliver broadband access to all
citizens and communities.

2019
Sarah Lutz Joined Bridgewater

Retirement Community as a
household coordinator of Har
mony House in Bridgewater, Va.

2020
Rachel Aleshire of Stanley, Va.,

was cast in TracksideTheater's
production of Sense and
S rnce-A-H ii/billy.

Grace Barker Joined Thalhimer's

Richmond, Va., office as a client
coordinator. Barker will be sup-

porting a number ofThalhimer's
top-performing retail brokers in
its Richmond office.
English Jackson of Grottoes, Va.,
finished ninth for females and in
the top 100 finishers overall in
the Philadelphia Marathon with
a time of 2:43:42, an average of
6:14 a mile.
William "Will" Long Ill of Front

Royal, Va., proposed to Mercy
Wilson in January 2022 by writ
ing the words "Marry me?" on
the roof of his father's business,
Auto Care Clinic Inc., before
flying her over the building in a
small plane.

Benjamin McCrickard of West

minster, Md., JOlned Praescient
Analytics as a research analyst.

Praescient Analytics is a wom
an-owned small business in
Fairfax, Va., with the goal to
revolutionize how the world
understands information by
empowering its customers with
the latest analytic tools.
Luke Paczewski was hi red as a
police officer inTimberville, Va.
John "Jack" A.Tucker Joined
Summit Financial Strategies in
Columbus, Ohio.

2021
Mikaela Brooks was named
a graduate assistant for the
women's lacrosse program at
Eastern Mennonite University in
Harrisonburg, Va. Brooks is the
first graduate assistant coach for

the program, which entered its
third varsity season in 2021.
Emily Hanger of Augusta
County, Va., is employed as a
credit analyst at the Harrisonburg
branch of Farm Credit.

Gabrielle Majors competed
in the Miss Shenandoah Apple
Blossom Festival Scholarship
Pageant in Winchester, Va.

Haylee Morrow M'21 of Ricev
ille,Tenn., Joined the athletic
training department atTennes
see Wesleyan University.

MEMORIALS
Miriam Spangler Martindale '45

Ada Mae Glover Halley'54 of

Kathleen Hull Mitchell '46 of

Lee B. Sheaffer '54 of Win

of Bridgewater, Va., died Jan. 9,
2022.
Martinsburg, Va., died Sept. 4,
2021.

Margaret Houff Johnson Ridge
way '46 of Staunton, Va., died

Nov. 30, 2021.

Garner Harris Downey'47 of

Elkton, Va., died Feb. l, 2022.

Kenneth Buran McGolerick '47

of Frederick, Md., died Sept. 7,
2021.
Louise Bowman c.anahan '48 of
Rockingham, Va., and formerly
of Martinsville, Va., died Oct. 12,
2021.

Rosalyn Beahm Guyton '49 of

Ballwin, Mo , died Dec. 17, 2021.

Nancy Lorraine GarstTrout '50

of Bridgewater, Va., died Jan. 29,
2022.

Dorothy Viola Richardson Teates

'53 of Leesburg, Va., died Dec.
30, 2021.

Marlin Paul Alt'54 of New Mar

ket, Va., died Nov. 10, 2021.
Thomas Lee Coffman '54 of
Richmond, Va., died Oct. 19,
2021.
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Jefferson, Md., died Sept. 27,
2021.

chester, Va., died Nov. 5, 2020.

Winifred "Winnie" June Heat
wole McConnell '56 of Harrison

burg, Va., died Sept. 13, 2021.

Don Louis Shull '56 of Bridgewa
ter, Va., died Oct. 30, 2021.

Annie Ridinger Martin '57 of

Martinsville, Va., died Feb. 22,
2022.
Richard "Dick" Miley'57 of Roa
noke, Va., died Sept. 22, 2021.
Leon Howard Harouff '58 of

Midland, Mich., died Oct. 29,
2021.
Harry Paul Obaugh '58 of

Staunton, Va., died Aug. 15, 2021.

Robert Marshall Hammer Jr. '59
of Elkton, Va., died Aug. 21, 2021.
Lois Miller Kinzie '60 of Durham,
N.C., and formerly of Fairfax
County, Va., died Oct. 5, 2021.

Robert Edward "Bob" Mongold

'60 of Staunton, Va., died Sept.
9, 2021.

ElbaThornton Lam '61 of Amiss
ville, Va., died Oct. 2, 2021.

Howard Revercomb Hammond

Lizabeth C. Judy 73 of Green
wood, Del., died Jan. 24, 2020.

'62 of Covington, Va., died Dec.
3, 2021.
Roger U. Delauter Jr. '63 of Win
chester, Va., died Sept. 18, 2021.
David H. Swecker '63 of Franklin,
W.Va., died Nov. 14, 2021.

73 of Rockingham, Va., died Oct.
12, 2021.

Greenville, Va., died Aug. 17,
2021.
David G. Martin '65 of Fayette
vii le, NC, died Feb. 3, 2021.

Robert Kline Huffman Ill 76 of
Staunton, Va., died Dec. 7, 2021.
Sonya Beth "Boo"Templon 78
of Elkton, Va., died Oct. 29, 2021.

Louise "Lou" Wampler Dewitt

Bridgewater, Va., died Dec. 15,
2021.

Alfred N. Stanley Jr. '64 of

Robert E. "Bob" Baker '66 of
Annville, Pa., died Dec. 17, 2021.

'66 of Richmond, Va., died Jan.
5, 2022.

Randolph Lee "Randy" Mauzy

Richard "Rick" Allen Claybrook
Jr. 74 of Harrisonburg, Va., died

Nov. 16, 2021.

Daniel Strickler Sanger '89 of

Michael Scott "Mike" Sacra '92

Dorothy Fearins Stone '66 of

of Madison, Va., died Dec. 26,
2021.

Arthur Douglas Dell'Aria '68 of

Market, Va., died Jan. 7, 2022.

Delton, Del., died Feb. 16, 2022.

Nathalie, Va., died Jan. 10, 2022.
Susan Craun Gray '68 of
Waynesboro, Va., died Sept. 26,
2021.

Lynn Page Houser '68 of Luray,
Va., died Jan. 5, 2022.

John "Johnny" W. Ponton 71
of Lovingston, Va., died Nov. 8,
2021.

Matthew Bruce Long '00 of New

Benjamin D. McComas '09 of
Manassas, Va., and formerly of
Front Royal, Va., died Feb. 20,
2022.
Thomas A.Oldham '19 of Burl
ington, N.C., died Jan. 4, 2019.

In Memoriam

CARLYLE WHITELOW '59
WAS INDEED 'SOMEONE
SPECIAL'
BY CHARLES CULBERTSON

The death of 89-year-old Carlyle Whitelow '59 on Oct. 15,
2021, generated a wave of profound sorrow among the thou
sands whose lives he had touched directly. Thousands more who
saw him only for a few fleeting seconds every morning as he
waved to them from the periphery of Main Street in Bridgewater,
Va., would grieve as well, even if they never knew his name.
Few people in living memory have had such a profound effect
upon the community as did this
Bridgewater icon. Always focused
on the well-being of his fellow
man, Whitelow devoted himself to
bettering people's lives any way
he could, personally and through
several church and civic organiza
tions. He helped feed and clothe
the hungry. He ministered to
those who were homebound, sick
or dying. He gave completely and
freely of himself and his resources,
always eschewing recognition or
payback.
But, of course, he received
numerous accolades throughout
his life, including being inducted
into BC's Athletic Hall of Fame and
being named Faculty Member
of the Year. The community also
loved Whitelow and recognized him with honors and awards
throughout the years, including the Citizen of the Year Award
from the Bridgewater Ruritan Club and the Humanitarian Service
Award from the Bridgewater Retirement Community. In 2018 he
was awarded the fifth annual Commonwealth's Attorney Citizen
ship Award for "making the community better."
When he died, neither busy work schedules nor the lingering
threat of COVID-19 kept hundreds from filling the Bridgewater
Church of the Brethren for a memorial service.
Tears abounded, of course, but there was also laughter and a
sense of joy in honoring this once-in-a-lifetime jewel of a man.

A Life Well Lived
Whitelow was born Sept. 6, 1932, and grew up around Bridge
water College. His father, Faith Hope Whitelow, was a chef at the
College for 25 years, and his mother, Muriel Beal Whitelow, was
likewise employed in dining services. From an early age, he and

his brother, Alfred T. Whitelow '60, played on the campus while
visiting their parents.
Whitelow attended St. Emma's Military Academy in Powhatan,
Va., and from 1951-1954 served in the U.S. Army. In 1955 he be
came the first Black student to enroll as a freshman and complete
all four years of study at Bridgewater College. He lettered two
years in football, basketball and track and was the first Black
athlete to participate in intercollegiate athletics at the College.
He was also the first Black athlete in Virginia to play at a non-pre
dominantly Black college.
The stories associated with Whitelow's collegiate athletic career
(in what was still a predominantly segregated section of society)
are legendary. Often, the bus that carried him and his team
mates to regional competitions would stop for a meal. On more
than one occasion, restaurants would refuse to serve Whitelow
because of the color of his skin. By unanimous agreement, the
coach and every member of the team would refuse to eat there
as well.
Dr. Jim Reedy '61, one of Whitelow's teammates and a close
friend for 65 years, says Whitelow never harbored any animus as
a result of these experiences. If anything, he says, they caused
him to redouble his efforts to help his fellow human beings,
regardless of color, religion or any other distinguishing factor.
"In one of the conversations after we'd gotten to our 70s, we
were talking about all the good things that had happened to us,
and then we were talking about how much time we have left
and what we would do with it," Reedy says. "Carlyle said, 'What
I'd like to do for the rest of my life is try to do one good thing for
another person every day."'
After receiving his degree in physical education in 1959,
Whitelow had a long and distinguished career in education. He
earned a master's degree in education at the University of Virgin
ia and worked in the Staunton, Va., school system as supervisor of
elementary physical education until 1969, when he became the
first Black faculty member at Bridgewater College.
For the next 28 years, Whitelow taught in the Department of
Physical Education and coached football, basketball and tennis.
He also supervised student teachers through BC's Teacher Edu
cation Program.
In 1975, Whitelow was named Faculty Member of the Year at
Bridgewater College and in 1979 became the Old Dominion Ath
letic Conference (ODAC) Coach of the Year. Whitelow coached
the College's first-ever ODAC men's Tennis Player of the Year and
the College's first player to participate in the National Collegiate
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Athletic Association (NCAA) men's tennis tournament. Whitelow
retired from Bridgewater College in 1997 as Associate Professor
of Physical Education, Emeritus. He was inducted into the Bridge
water College Athletic Hall of Fame in 2001.
But as recognized as Whitelow was as an athlete, coach and
teacher, his dedication to caring for others truly defined his life
and endeared him to untold numbers of people. A longtime
member of the Bridgewater Rotary Club, he worked quietly and
diligently to better the lives of others through club projects and
his own initiative. He was an active member of the John Wesley
United Methodist Church in Harrisonburg, Va. , and was appoint
ed by Industrial and Commercial Ministries to serve as chaplain
at the Bridgewater Retirement Community. He also served on
the boards of The Salvation Army, the North River Library and the
American Red Cross.
Although his position as chaplain was officially to help meet the
counseling needs of BRC's employees, Whitelow didn't confine
his nurturing to just those who worked there.
"If you had a problem, or your morale was low, or you just
needed someone to talk to, Carlyle was there," says Lavenia "Lev"
Norford 70, Director of Communications at BRC from 1989-2020.
"He provided this support to our employees, but he also went
from room to room to see the residents, and they all knew and
loved him. His whole aura was one of love and understanding."
Jim Harlow, President of the Bridgewater Ruritan Club, knew
Whitelow for years, both as a fellow Ruritan and chaplain at BRC.
The Ruritans honored Whitelow as Citizen of the Year in 1980. In a
note Whitelow wrote to the club, he said, "I always tried to make
my life one of giving, not receiving. If I could give everyone hap
piness and make them smile, then I am rewarded. I shall continue
to live this way, too."
"There's no filling his shoes," Harlow said in a Harrisonburg
Daily News-Record article on Whitelow's passing.
In June 2018, the town of Bridgewater surprised Whitelow by
naming its newest park Whitelow Park. He had to be tricked into
attending the ceremony; longtime friend and fellow Rotarian El
len Layman '65 figuratively dragged him to the surprise ceremo
ny, where he responded to the honor with graciousness.
Despite his determined avoidance of the spotlight, in 1995
Bridgewater College recognized Whitelow and his family-Faith,
Muriel and Alfred-by creating the Outstanding Service Award.
And in 2003, BC established the West-Whitelow Award for Hu
manitarian Service, in tribute to the late Naomi West '29 and Car
lyle Whitelow. The award recognizes alumni who have demon
strated exceptional humanitarian service to their community.
For the last decade or so, Whitelow was widely known as the
man with the welcoming wave and wide smile who greeted mo
torists on Bridgewater's Main Street every morning from the Dairy
Queen parking lot. Frequently he would hold up a sign that read,
"You are someone special."

The Seeds of Goodwill
Those closest to Carlyle Whitelow agree that two primary
factors shaped his giving, externally focused approach to life:
upbringing and faith.
Dr. Phillip C. Stone '65, former president of Bridgewater Col
lege and one of Whitelow's dearest friends, says that Whitelow
was one of the most Christ-like individuals he has ever known.
He embraced the lessons of good manners and humility his
parents bestowed upon him and his brother.
"He was a devoted Christian who took his religion seriously,"
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says Stone. "He thought he was supposed to love everyone,
even people who did not treat him kindly, especially during
racial segregation. He rarely missed church on Sunday, regu
larly studied the Bible and prayed daily. I am sure that he was
conscious of the fact that many of the elderly people to whom
he ministered in the hospital and nursing homes were of the
generation that inflicted the indignities of racial segregation on
him and his parents.
"When I asked him about
such things," says Stone, "he
beamed that great smile and
said, 'They did what they
thought was right. I hold no
hard feelings. It's best to just
forget such things."'
Carter Whitelow, whose
father, Alfred, died in 2001,
agrees with Stone about the
reasons for his Uncle Carlyle's
compassionate nature, and
adds Bridgewater College
into the mix.
"The Whitelow family owes
so much to Bridgewater
College, which employed my
grandparents and allowed my
uncle and father to matricu
late at a time when Black people weren't presented with many
opportunities," he says. "They grew up watching their parents
serve Bridgewater College in a loving and dedicated way, and
it soaked into their consciences. They liked the way it felt to help
other people. They really truly believed that God had put our
family on Earth to serve."
"Carlyle welcomed Suzanne and me to this community just as
he had welcomed generations of faculty, staff and students-with
joy and care," says Bridgewater College President David Bush
man. "He greeted prospective students and their families with a
warm smile at every open house event in the Kline Campus Cen
ter. And I would tell those prospective students and their families
that what characterizes BC graduates, and what we most hope
for them, is living a life of purpose and consequence like that of
Carlyle Whitelow-in service to others."
Whitelow handwrote thousands of letters to people on thou
sands of topics, even if it was to simply thank them for joining
him for lunch. Recipients of those beautifully crafted missives
treasured them. A father figure to his nephews Carter and Taylor
Whitelow, he wrote each of them a letter every week for 25
years-that's 2,600 letters.
"He will always live on in your heart," Carter Whitelow says.
"You're never, ever going to forget him and what he did, and
how he made you feel. He's here spiritually. Sure, it's all right to
grieve-I feel sad every single day that I can't call him up and talk
to him-but our hearts should also be full. If you can feel a person
long after they're gone, physically, then they're not really gone.
And he's not; he's up there, right now, watching all this."

0

Listen to Carlyle Whitelow '59 talk about his life in
an interview with Will Raliff '19 at
bridgewater.edu/carlylewhitelow

In Memoriam

DR. JOSEPH PAUL WAMPLER '54 WAS A
GUIDING LIGHT FOR MANY
BY JESSICA LUCK

Dr. Joseph Paul Wampler '54, a beloved and outstanding sur
geon, devoted community member and steward of Bridgewater
College, died on Sept. 11, 2021, after a 37-year battle with cancer.
Wampler was known for his kind, gentle and thoughtful manner
toward his family, friends and all who knew him. His wisdom
extended far beyond the medical field, and he used his gifts
of astuteness and discernment in his roles on several volunteer
boards, including as a trustee for Bridgewater College.
Wampler was born May 22, 1933, to the Rev. Guy E. Wampler
Sr. '24 and Ruby Oellig Wampler. He grew up in Bassett, Va., and
graduated valedictorian of his class at Bassett High School. His
father, a minister at the Mount Hermon Church of the Brethren
in Bassett, was a firm believer in education. He encouraged not
only his son but several other young people from the Mount
Hermon congregation to pursue college educations.
At Bridgewater, Wampler majored in health science, gradu
ating summa cum laude in 1954. Some of his favorite memories
at the College included acting as a dorm director of Wardo Hall
(what is today the west wing of Flory Hall) his senior year and
getting through "all the deadlines and frustrations" as editor of
the Ripples yearbook.
In 1954, Wampler married Priscilla Wakeman '54, whose great
uncle was the College's founder, D.C. Flory. After marrying,
Wampler attended the Medical College of Virginia (MCV), again
graduating with honors in 1958. He completed five years of
surgery residency at MCV in 1963.
Following the completion of his surgical training, the
Wamplers moved to Manassas, Va., where Wampler began his
medical career. He established what eventually grew to become
the Northern Virginia Surgical Specialists, which now includes
Wampler's son, Dr. G. Benjamin Wampler '82, who continues as
one of five surgeons in the practice.
"He was very kind, gentle and generous, a great mentor in life
and a great surgeon to many," says Benjamin Wampler.
The elder Wampler served two terms as chief of staff at Prince
William Hospital. His professional affiliations encompassed
local, state and national levels including the American College
of Surgeons, American Board of Surgery, Prince William Medical
Society, Virginia Medical Society, Alpha Omega Alpha honor
society and American Cancer Society.
After moving to Manassas, Paul and Priscilla Wampler also
became great supporters of the Manassas Church of the Breth
ren. Both were members of the choir, and Paul served as chair of

the church board, in addition to serving on and chairing various
committees. His involvement with the Church of the Brethren
included service on the general board as well as the standing
committee of the Annual Conference. He served as district mod
erator of the Annual Conference and was a BethanyTheological
Seminary Board ofTrustees member. His community activities
included membership on the board of directors of First Manas
sas Bank and Trust company, now Wells Fargo, of which he was a
founder and organizer.
Since 1971, Wampler devoted enormous amounts of time and
energy to being a dedicated member of the Bridgewater Col
lege Board ofTrustees. He served on the board from 1971-2007
and was a life trustee until his death. Wampler's fellow board
members remember him as an intelligent, contemplative col
league who listened attentively and made quality contributions
to any conversation.
"When he spoke, people listened," says Jim Walsh '68, board
chairman from 2015-21. "He brought common sense, wisdom
and experience to the discussion. He did not rush to judgment.
He listened, gathered information and then applied his experi
ences, knowledge and values to reach an opinion."
Nathan Miller '65 served as chairman of the board from 200915. As a trustee, he says Wampler showed an interest in multiple
facets of the College and contributed to the governance of
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Bridgewater on a wide range of issues and topics.
"He was smart-I mean really smart," says Jim Keeler '57, board
chairman from 2003-09. "Even though he was a surgeon, he
was well versed in business and financial matters. He was one
of those who talked in a meeting only when he needed to, and
what he had to say was meaningful. If I had to choose a trustee
others might use as a model for how to serve and be effective, I
can't think of anyone better than Paul."
Wampler had a front-row seat to decades of changes at the
College, including significant renovations and additions to the
campus, the leadership of four different presidents and new
programs added to the curriculum.
"He loved Bridgewater College deeply and believed in its
mission and purpose, but also understood that it needed to
evolve and adapt as society and higher education evolved and
changed," Walsh says. "He understood the durable value of a
true liberal arts education and promoted it unceasingly."
The College's John Kenny Forrer Learning Commons, a

College, professional achievements and humanitarian activities,
and he was awarded an honorary doctorate of humane letters in
2001.
"Paul was committed to the well-being of Bridgewater College
in a profound way," says Bridgewater College President David
Bushman. "Paul never put his personal feelings on any issue
above the best interests of the College as a whole. His first-and
only-priority in the board room was the mission of the College
and the success of our students. A college president could not
ask for a better trustee or a more dedicated alumnus."
In his down time, Wampler could be found on the golf course,
where he notably recorded three holes-in-one during his life
time. He was an avid stamp collector and had an almost com
plete collection of U.S. stamps.
He and Priscilla loved to travel, having visited all 50 states and
80 countries on six continents. But their most beloved trips were
family getaways to their Wintergreen home and an annual trip to
Myrtle Beach, S.C. Wampler loved dearly his children and grand
children and was always a
willing playmate for games,
puzzles or most any activity
suggested.
Bridgewater College's
2021 commencement
ceremony looked different
than years prior. Due to
COVID-19, the weekend
was divided into six separate
ceremonies, each one cele
brating a different group of
students from the classes of
both 2020 and 2021. The day
was hot, and even though
Wampler's health was failing,
he attended the ceremony
dressed in cap and gown to
witness his granddaughter,
Sarah Wampler '20, walk
across the stage.
"I will forever cherish the
The Wampler Family Plaza at the John Kenny Forrer Learning Commons
opportunity I had to speak
with him that day," Walsh
renovation and expansion of the Alexander Mack Memorial
says. "He was pleasant and cheerful as always, and I will never
Library, opened in spring 2020. Outside of the Forrer Learning
forget the image of him sitting proudly, watching yet another
Commons is the Wampler Family Plaza, which gives students and
Wampler graduate from Bridgewater College."
faculty a place to read, dine and interact with one another. The
Wampler's legacy of faith, service, wisdom, commitment, loy
Wamplers dedicated the plaza in celebration of six generations
alty and generosity of spirit will live on in all the communities he
of their family's connection to Bridgewater College. The J. Paul
served, and especially at Bridgewater College.
Wampler is survived by his wife, Priscilla '54; son, Dr. G. Ben
Wampler, M.D. '54 and Priscilla Wakeman Wampler '54 Presi
jamin '82, and wife, Dr. Sherrie Wampler '85; daughter, Kathryn
dent's Suite in Nininger Hall was dedicated in 2015. And in 2008,
Wampler Stone '87, and husband, Phillip Stone Jr. '87; six grand
the student apartments on Dinkel Avenue were renamed the
children, Katelyn '14, Matthew '17, Sarah '20 and Joseph Wampler
Wampler Towers. Wampler Towers C was dedicated in honor of
'23, Crystal Stone Brubaker '15 and husband, Shane '19, and Dr.
Paul and Priscilla, who also received the College's Outstanding
Phillip Stone Ill '17 and wife, Jessica '14; one brother, Guy E.
Service Award in 1991.
Wampler and his wife were staunch supporters of the College, Wampler '56, and wife, Linda; one sister, Margaret Thomason
'59; and one sister-in-law, Mabel Lou Weiss '65, and husband, Dr.
not only philanthropically but in attending events and pro
Robert Weiss. Wampler was preceded in death by one brother
grams at the College-especially the music programs. Wampler
in-law, Kermon Thomasson '58.
received the Ripples Medal in 2012 for his loyal devotion to the
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BRIDGEWATER FAIR
The Official Song of Bridgewater College

Bridgewater Fair by John W. Wayland and Ephraim T. Hildebrand, 1902; edited by Jesse E. Hopkins Jr., 1993

Bridgewater Fair, my heart's sweet care,
I love thy laughing waters;
I love thy walls and storied halls,
I love thy sons and daughters.
Hail! Alma Mater, Hail! Alma Mater,
Dear to my heart shall thy name ever be
Bridgewater Fair, my heart's sweet care,
I love thy laughing waters;
I love thy walls and storied halls,
I love thy sons and daughters.

The brave and fair together share
thy blessings, Alma Mater,
In heart and hand, a loyal band,
they bless thee, 0 Bridgewater.
While mountains rise to kiss the skies,
May heaven smile above thee;
And ancient stars keep dreamless guard
like the eyes of those that love thee.

Assistant Professor of Music and Choral Director Dr. Ryan Keebaugh '02 led Bridgewater students, faculty, staff, alumni and friends in singing the College's alma
mater the morning of Feb. 2, the day after the tragic events on campus. The full lyrics to "Bridgewater Fair," printed above, ring especially true today, more than
100 years later.
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Director of Athletic Bands Barry Flowe invites you to join the Screamin' Eagles
Marching Band on an 8-day trip to London, England. You will have special seat
ing on the parade route to cheer on the Screamin' Eagles as they "play it loud!"
Also included are tours of the Tower of London, including the Crown Jewels,
Windsor and Windsor Castle, and the University of Oxford; a panoramic trip on
the River Thames; and a musical in London's West End Theatre District.
Don't wait! Space is limited.
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For more information go to: bridgewater.edullondon
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